
Preaching Series: A Separated Life 
Sermon Title: Holiness and Wealth 

 
Text: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 -- The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each 
one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in 
every good work. 9 As it is written, "He has distributed freely, he has given to 
the poor; his righteousness endures forever." 10 He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way 
for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 
For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but 
is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this 
service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for 
them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of 
the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 
gift!  
 
Introduction: Last week, in the fifth message in our series “A Separated Life,” we 
talked about the importance of getting a grip on our sexual desires so that the 
exercise of them can be a holy experience. Today I’m going to address an even 
more sensitive topic with you, the subject of using our wealth for bring honor and 
glory to God. Now before we get into it, let me say that one of the great surprises 
I encountered when I became a teaching pastor nearly twenty years ago, was the 
amount of pressure I occasionally felt when it came to matters of the church 
budget. I know I’m not alone on this. Several of my pastor friends have shared 
similar thoughts with me. In fact, the joke we’d share with one another had to do 
with what one pastor did when he noticed that the offerings were a little low. He 
told everyone in his congregation to stand during the offertory. Next he 
instructed each person to reach forward and take the pocketbook of the person 
directly in front of them. Then he said, “Now open it and give as you’ve always 
wanted to but couldn’t afford.” Of course, I would never suggest that we do such 
a thing during the offertory. I’d wait until just after the message.  
 



The bottom line is that it is difficult to part with our money, probably because we 
work so hard for it. Yet the Bible seems to teach that a sound financial plan 
involves, not so much hoarding our funds to use them on ourselves, as much as 
giving them away to be used for God’s purposes.  
• Proverbs 3:9-10 - Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all 

your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will 
brim over with new wine.  

• Proverbs 11:24-25 - One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another 
withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he 
who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.  

• Proverbs 28:27 - He who gives to the poor will lack nothing…  
• Malachi 3:10 - Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
you will not have room enough for it.  

To many these verses must seem like rather odd counsel -- “Give, and it will be 
given to you” (Luke 6:38). Yet, from God’s perspective, sharing with others is not 
a way to empty our pocketbooks, but fill them. This brings us to our text this 
morning.  
 
In 2 Corinthians 8 and the first five verses of chapter nine, the Apostle Paul 
exhorted the church in Corinth to “excel in the grace of giving.” It was a test of 
their love, that as Gentiles, they would follow through on a commitment made 
the year before to assist Jewish Christians living in Judea who were suffering from 
famine. He concluded his appeal with some remarks meant to motivate and 
inspire the Corinthians to action (2 Corinthians 9:1-5 -- Now it is superfluous 
(unnecessary) for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, 2 for I 
know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, 
saying that Achaia has been ready since last year. And your zeal has stirred up 
most of them. 3 But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you 
may not prove vain in this matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would 
be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not 
ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—for being so confident. 
5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and 
arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a 
willing gift, not as an exaction). Now Paul provides some instructions regarding 
their attitudes in giving. Let’s consider them together. 



 
Give GENEROUSLY (2 Corinthians 9:6 -- The point is this: whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully). Paul begins his instruction about giving by alluding to an analogy 
from the world of agricultural. Though Corinth was a wealthy city, many of the 
people made their livings growing crops. A universal principle in farming is that 
the size of the harvest is directly proportionate to the amount of seed sown. 
Here Paul uses this illustration in addressing the blessing of giving. Those who give 
sparingly will reap sparingly, but those who give generously will reap generously. 
How are we to take this? In verse five the same word is used in reference to the 
attitude with which one gives – not grudgingly because one would prefer to keep 
it for himself but excessively, for the purpose of blessing others. And here’s the 
thing: When we give generously, the Lord takes notice and returns the blessing on 
the giver! In Mark 12:41-44, the story is told of a poor widow who placed two of 
the smallest copper coins that circulated in Palestine in the temple treasury. 
Those watching would have seen her offerings as inconsequential, but Jesus 
didn’t. He said that she gave more than anyone, because she did not give out of 
her surplus as many did, but out of her poverty. Unfortunately, many believers 
have missed out on God’s bountiful blessings because they have sown sparingly 
when it comes to sharing their wealth. It was John Bunyan who said, “He who 
bestows his gifts upon the poor, shall have as much again, and ten times more.”  
 
Give PURPOSEFULLY (2 Corinthians 9:7 -- Each one must give as he has made up 
his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion). The NKJV translates the first part 
of this verse this way: Let each one give as he purposes in his heart. For the most 
part, giving should a voluntary action on the part of the one who has made up his 
mind to share his blessings with others. Christians are not to use guilt or 
intimidation to pressure anyone into sharing his material wealth. Both are equally 
wrong. Giving should be the result of one seeking and obeying the Lord’s will. 
Christians are not to give RELUCTANTLY (with an attitude of regret) or UNDER 
COMPULSION because of external pressures. I always recommend to new 
believers that they ask the Lord what He would want them to do when it comes to 
their giving and then purpose in the hearts to obey in Him. Then they will not be 
susceptible to another’s manipulation. I think you know what I’m talking about – 
manipulation is the skillful using or controlling of someone or something. Here’s 
an example.  The movie Waking Ned Divine begins in the cozy living room of an 
elderly Irish couple. In the background we hear a television announcer informing 



the audience that the big jackpot lottery numbers are about to be announced. 
The husband, Jackie, settles into a comfortable brown chair in front of the 
television. We can see his wife in the background doing paperwork in the kitchen. 
Once Jackie is happily ensconced in his old brown chair, anticipating the 
announcement of the lottery numbers, he calls out to Annie, his wife, "Honey, 
where's me ticket?" "It's in your trousers," she says. "Annie, bring me an apple 
tart, will you." "Get it yourself," responds Annie. "Annie, the lottery started," he 
says. "Oh yes, there she goes, number 19. Annie, come in. Bring me a tart. We 
got the first one." Jackie appears very pleased he has the first of six lottery 
numbers, but Annie seems unimpressed and still makes no move to bring Jackie 
his apple tart. "Jeepers, Annie. Can you believe it, I got the second," says Jackie as 
he sits up a little straighter in his seat. The television announcer gives the third 
number. Jackie checks his ticket and says, "Oh, will you look at that, girl!" Annie 
is still ignoring him. The fourth number is announced, and Jackie yells out, "I can't 
believe it, Annie. I got the first four!" Now Annie pays attention. She gets up, 
apple tart in hand, and starts into the room. She is visibly stunned. She puts the 
apple tart into Jackie's hands. Jackie begins to eat the apple tart and says, "Annie, 
we've got it!" "Jackie, that's five," says a slack-jawed Annie. "God help us, God 
help us," says Jackie as the television announcer begins to announce the sixth and 
final number. The room is thick with anticipation, and Jackie continues to 
consume his apple tart. "Now here's the sixth number," says the announcer. 
When he calls out the number, Jackie yells, "Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes! Yes!" All 
the while he is laughing maniacally and tearing up the lottery ticket. A confused 
Annie says, "Have we won?" A wily Jackie responds, "No, but it got me apple tart 
brought in, didn't it." IT NEVER FEELS VERY SATISFYING TO DO SOMETHING 
BECAUSE SOMEONE ELSE MANIPULATED US INTO IT. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE OF 
GIVING. THAT’S WHY PAUL SAYS WE SHOULD PURPOSE IN OUR HEARTS WHAT TO 
GIVE AND THEN DO IT. 
 
Give CHEERFULLY (2 Corinthians 9:7 -- Each one must give as he has made up his 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver). God 
wants His people to delight in giving to His work because He, Himself, is a cheerful 
giver. For God so loved the world that He gave. Note that those who give in this 
way are recognized as being the special objects of God’s love (He loves a cheerful 
giver). This is not to say that He doesn’t love anyone else, but there is something 
undeniably appealing about those who find joy in sharing with others. It was the 
church in Macedonia that had a reputation for giving cheerfully.  (See 2 



Corinthians 8:2 – in a severe test of affliction they gave in an abundance of joy). 
I think of the little girl who gave a quarter rather than a dollar in the offering plate 
and was probably right in doing so. You see, her mother put both sums into her 
hand and then told her to choose. She gave the quarter and when asked why said, 
“I was going to give the dollar, but just before the collection the man in the 
pulpit said that we should all be cheerful givers. I knew I'd be a lot more cheerful 
if I gave the quarter, so I did.” It would be better to give less and do it joyfully, 
then to give more and do it reluctantly or under compulsion. (REVIEW: GIVE 
GENEROUSLY, PURPOSEFULLY, CHEERFULLY.) 
 
Give EXPECTANTLY (2 Corinthians 9:8-12 -- And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, "He has distributed freely, he has 
given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." 10 He who supplies seed 
to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness). Paul tells the Corinthians that 
when they follow the first three principles in their giving they can expect God to 
continually bestow His favor upon them by replenishing their supply of material 
things. This is what he means when he says, “To make all grace abound to you.” 
Of course, He does this so that they will have what is needed when it is needed 
to do additional good works. It’s wonderful to know that God has not only 
created the opportunities for these acts of love in advance (Ephesians 2:10 – We 
are God’s workmanship in Christ Jesus for good works which He has prepared in 
advance for us), but has also supplied what is necessary to accomplish them so 
that the cycle of giving and ministering to others can continue. Lest anyone 
might think that this was a novel idea, Paul quotes Psalm 112:9 (He has 
distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever) 
to show that this has been God’s plan all along. In supplying for the poor, God 
demonstrates His faithfulness to do what is right for His people. When we use 
the resources God has provided for us to bless others, Paul says that God 
increases the harvest of our righteousness as well. What does this mean? Simply, 
that God always supplies what we need so that we can be generous on every 
occasion. John Wesley seemed to have a pretty good perspective on using our 
material blessings to bless others. He said, ““Do all the good you can, by all the 
means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times 
you can, to all people you can, as long as ever you can.” This is possible as God 
constantly replenishes our supply so we can continue to bless. 



 
Give KNOWINGLY (2 Corinthians 9:11 -- You will be enriched in every way for all 
your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God). Paul 
wanted the Corinthians TO KNOW that by sharing what God had given them with 
the saints in Jerusalem several good things would come of it.  
• First, he wanted them to KNOW that hungry people would be fed (2 

Corinthians 9:12 -- For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the 
needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God). 
The believers in Jerusalem were starving. They couldn’t look to their fellow 
Jews for help. They were being persecuted by them! No, if these saints were 
going to receive any kind of assistance it would have to come from Christians 
living elsewhere who would supply their needs. So far, the Macedonian 
believers had given very sacrificially to help meet their need (2 Corinthians 
8:2-4 -- …for in a severe test of affliction (probably this refers to persecution 
for following Christ), their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according 
to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free 
will, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the 
saints). The result was that great praise and thanksgiving were given to God 
(See 2 Corinthians 9:12). In case you’re wondering if Paul’s teaching had its 
intended effect, the church in Corinth eventually took his words to heart and 
contributed to the needs of the saints in Jerusalem (Romans 15:25-26 -- Now, 
however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the saints there. 26 
For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor 
among the saints in Jerusalem).   

• Second, he wanted them to KNOW that God would be glorified (Verse 13 -- 
By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your 
submission flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ). As a 
reminder, we have defined sanctification as being set apart from the world 
and unto God for His glory. This is exactly what Paul said would happen as the 
generosity of the believers in Corinth PROVED the genuineness of their faith 
(i.e., their confession of the Gospel of Christ).  
And to whom did they need to prove that their faith was real? It turns out 
that both their brothers in sisters in Judea and in Macedonia were wondering 
if the Corinthian church was sincere in proclaiming their faith and trust in the 
gospel of Christ. The question was answered with a resounding “yes” when 
they responded by freely sharing their wealth. 



• Third, he wanted them to KNOW that their generosity would be reciprocated 
(2 Corinthians 9:14-15 -- … while they long for you and pray for you, because 
of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his 
inexpressible gift!). What could the church in Jerusalem possibly give to the 
Corinthians when they were dirt poor? They could give themselves and their 
prayers to them. AND THAT WOULD CERTAINLY BE IN KEEPING WITH THE GIFT 
THAT GOD GAVE TO THE WORLD IN THE PERSON OF HIS SON TO BE OUR 
REDEEMER.  

 
Two final thoughts: AS WE CAN SEE FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN 
CORINTH …  
• GIVING IS A MATTER OF FAITH. In doing so, we are saying to God that we 

know He is our provider and that we can afford to be generous with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ because He is so generous with us. 

• GIVING IS A MATTER OF LOVE. Love, after all, is self-sacrifice for the good of 
others. 
  

Conclusion: There is so much blessing that comes from generously sharing with 
others. Giving is good for everyone, both the giver and the receiver. Idaho 
carpenter Dale Schroeder was a blue-collar, lunch pail kind of a guy. He went to 
work every day, worked really hard, and was frugal like a lot of Iowans. He only 
wore jeans to work and to worship. Back in 2005 he told his lawyer, "I never got 
the opportunity to go to college and so I'd like to help kids go to college." When 
the working-class tradesman went to the lawyer to set up the scholarships the 
lawyer's jaw dropped when Schroeder disclosed the amount he had saved. As a 
frugal man without a family of his own, he put together a $3 million scholarship 
fund that has made it possible for 33 people to attend college. Kira Conrad, the 
last of the 33 to have their college tuition paid in full by Schroder's fund said, "I 
grew up in a single-parent household and I had three older sisters so paying for 
all four of us was never an option. For a man that would never meet me, to give 
me basically a full ride to college, that's incredible. That doesn't happen." The 33 
Iowans Schroeder put through college recently gathered around his old lunch box. 
They dubbed themselves "Dale's kids." It was a group of doctors, teachers, and 
therapists with no college debt. We’re never more like God than when we give. 
 



Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully 
and prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you 
can lead a fruitful discussion. 
 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Text: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 -- The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each 
one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in 
every good work. 9 As it is written, "He has distributed freely, he has given to 
the poor; his righteousness endures forever." 10 He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way 
for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 
For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but 
is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this 
service, they will glorify God because of your submission flowing from your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for 
them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of 
the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 
gift!  
 
Discussion Questions: 
• In most churches, 25% of the people give 80% or more of the funds to 

support the budget. Why do you think the majority of those who attend 
worship services choose not to give? 

• Paul said that whoever sows sparingly will reap sparingly and whoever sows 
bountifully will reap bountifully. What did he mean by this?  

• What does it mean to give as “you have made up your mind?” What does 
purposeful giving look like? 

• Does the Bible teach that all your giving must be to the local church? What 
else could you give to that would honor the Lord? 

• Do churches sometimes manipulate people into giving? How does this 
happen? What is the opposite of giving under compulsion? 



• When we give bountifully, purposefully and cheerfully what can we expect 
from God? 

• What would you say to a young believer who asked you about God’s plan for 
money? 

 
Close in Prayer 
 


