
Sermon Series: 12 Biblical Role Models 
Sermon Title: Job: A Godly Man 

 
Text: Job 31:1-40 
 
Introduction: Last week, in our third message in a series we’ve been calling, “In 
Search of Role Models,” we looked at the story of Abigail, Nabal, and David and 
the discernment that this special woman demonstrated in some very trying 
circumstances. This morning in our 4th message in the series, we’re going to spend 
time studying some of the last recorded words of a godly man about whom the 
Lord said, “There is no one like him in all the earth. He is blameless and upright, 
a man who fears God and shuns evil.” Of course, I’m speaking about Job. His 
story is recorded in the 18th book of the Old Testament to help us understand 
that THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF OUR LIVES IS TO BRING GLORY TO GOD NO 
MATTER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES WE FACE. 
 
Now we all know that men often fall short of Job’s example and…on occasion…far 
from being a blessing, can actually be so exasperating that they leave the women 
in their lives shaking their heads in bewilderment. Recently I came across an 
article entitled, “Understanding the Things Men Say” as evidence of this. It lists 
comments frequently made by men and then offers a translation to the women 
who receive them. (READ ATTACHMENT)  
 
There are a lot of hurdles that men have to overcome these days to be difference 
makers in the world. Not only are they expected to communicate clearly and 
honestly, but they also have to treat people according to the law of love and 
maintain the right spiritual priorities along the way. It is their commitment to 
these endeavors that sets godly men apart from all others. This brings us to our 
text for today.  
 
Context: Job 31 records Job’s final defense after several conversations with his 
three so-called friends. Some liken it to a legal document in which he puts himself 
under oath before God (Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth so help you God?) and asks for judgment to fall upon him if 
he is proven guilty (See Job 31:35-37). As far as Job was concerned, he had 
nothing to hide; he knew he was not a hypocrite, forced into seclusion out of fear 
of people (Job 31:33-35a -- if I have concealed my transgressions as others do by 



hiding my iniquity in my bosom, 34 because I stood in great fear of the 
multitude, and the contempt of families terrified me, so that I kept silence, and 
did not go out of door – Oh, that I had one to hear me!). His hope was that God 
would hear his cry and clear his name. That way he could die in peace knowing 
that his enemies had been silenced and his reputation restored. Here in chapter 
31, in no less than sixteen "if I have ..." statements, Job reviews his life and 
relationships and asks God to pass judgment. Once he stated his case, he 
concluded with "Here is my signature" in verse 35 and “Let the Almighty answer 
me.” (Job’s way of saying, "I rest my case!")  
 
Before we move on. and in light of this defense, it’s important that we recognize 
that Job was not correct in arguing that he was sinless before God. The mere 
fact that he made such a claim and challenged God to point out the errors of his 
ways (Job 6:24 -- Teach me, and I will be silent; make me understand how I have 
gone astray) and then in rescinded it by confessing and repenting of the wrongs 
he’d done makes that clear (See Job 42:5-6). However, we shouldn’t lose sight of 
the fact that Job was a good man in God’s eyes, better than anyone else in the 
world at that time. Here in these verses, there is much that men can learn from 
his example. With that in mind, let’s begin.   
  
Job the Man. Job was just like any other man in that he, too, could be tripped up 
by sin. Here he addresses three specific sins that he, and all men, should guard 
against. 
• He purposed not to lust (Job 31:1-4 -- I have made a covenant with my eyes; 

how then could I gaze at a virgin? 2 What would be my portion from God 
above and my heritage from the Almighty on high? 3 Is not calamity for the 
unrighteous, and disaster for the workers of iniquity? 4 Does not he see my 
ways and number all my steps?). The word “lust’ means a strong desire for 
something. In this case, Job made a covenant with his eyes that he would not 
look at a young woman with sexual longing. In the Old Testament the eyes 
were considered the gateway to the heart as their gaze could arouse the 
deepest desires (See 2 Samuel 11:2-3a). Job kept from stumbling in this way 
by reminding himself that God sees everything we do and meets out justice 
according to one’s deeds. If Job gave in to his lust, he could expect nothing but 
disaster and ruin from the Lord. 

• He purposed not to deceive (Job 31:5-8 -- If I have walked with falsehood and 
my foot has hastened to deceit; 6 (Let me be weighed in a just balance, and 



let God know my integrity!) 7 if my step has turned aside from the way and 
my heart has gone after my eyes, and if any spot has stuck to my hands, 8 
then let me sow, and another eat, and let what grows for me be rooted out).  
Job avoided falsehood in every aspect of his life. He never used it in his 
business dealings and avoided working with those who did. His scales were 
honest (See Proverbs 11:1) and he was not afraid to be weighed by God (i.e., 
tested by him). His hands were spotless, free from the stains of any 
wrongdoing. But if they weren’t, then it would be okay with him if another 
man feasted on his crops.  

• He purposed not to commit adultery (Job 31:9-12 -- If my heart has been 
enticed toward a woman, and I have lain in wait at my neighbor's door, 10 
then let my wife grind for another, and let others bow down on her. 11 For 
that would be a heinous crime; that would be an iniquity to be punished by 
the judges; 12 for that would be a fire that consumes as far as Abaddon, and 
it would burn to the root all my increase). He was careful to avoid being 
seduced by a married woman or to playing the role of seducer himself by 
lurking at a friend’s door. Should he succumb to this temptation, he would 
deserve seeing his wife enter into the service of another (as both a slave and a 
mistress). Job warns that adultery is such a heinous crime it brings painful 
consequences in this life and judgment in the next. IT’S OBVIOUS THAT JOB 
THE MAN WAS TEMPTED LIKE ALL MEN, YET PURPOSED NOT TO LUST, 
DECEIVE OTHERS OR BE UNFAITHFUL TO HIS WIFE. 

 
Job the Master (Job 31:13-15 -- If I have rejected the cause of my manservant or 
my maidservant, when they brought a complaint against me, 14 what then shall 
I do when God rises up? When he makes inquiry, what shall I answer him? 15 
Did not he who made me in the womb make him? And did not one fashion us in 
the womb?). Next he addressed the treatment of his servants. While most 
masters in his day could have cared less how their servants were treated, Job 
sought to resolve their complaints with compassion and fairness. Why? Because 
he knew that one day he’d have to give an account to the God who created both 
him and his servants. It is safe to say that Job’s faith in God led him to place a 
much higher value on those who were often considered of little worth in the 
ancient world. This is a good reminder, by the way, for all of us who oversee 
others. We are all created by God and ultimately we are accountable to Him for 
how we treat those over whom we exercise authority.  
 



Job the Neighbor. There is something that stands out in Job’s character when you 
read the book that bears his name. He was a Good Samaritan to those who were 
less fortunate. 
• He was good to the poor (Job 31:16-23 -- If I have withheld anything that the 

poor desired, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 17 or have eaten 
my morsel alone, and the fatherless has not eaten of it 18 (for from my youth 
the fatherless grew up with me as with a father, and from my mother's 
womb I guided the widow), 19 if I have seen anyone perish for lack of 
clothing, or the needy without covering, 20 if his body has not blessed me, 
and if he was not warmed with the fleece of my sheep, 21 if I have raised my 
hand against the fatherless, because I saw my help in the gate, 22 then let 
my shoulder blade fall from my shoulder, and let my arm be broken from its 
socket. 23 For I was in terror of calamity from God, and I could not have 
faced his majesty). When anyone in need begged for food or shelter, Job 
provided it. He knew that while it was humiliating to have to beg for these 
things, it was far worse to be turned down when you did. This caused many a 
widow to cry to the point of weariness. It may well have been his father that 
taught Job to care for the needy by bringing some into their home to be raised 
alongside his own children. He gave clothes to those who lacked them and was 
blessed as a result. Lastly, he never abused his position as a powerful man by 
pressuring a judge to decide a case in his favor against an orphan. 

• He was good to his enemies (Job 31:29-30 -- If I have rejoiced at the ruin of 
him who hated me, or exulted when evil overtook him 30 (I have not let my 
mouth sin by asking for his life with a curse)). He never rejoiced at their ruin. 
The word for “foe” means “the one hating me.” How easy it would be to feel 
vindicated in harboring a negative attitude toward such a person, but Job 
refused to do so. In addition, Job did not speak harmful words against his 
enemies. He never pronounced a curse in the hope of ending a man’s life. 

• He was good to strangers (Job 31:31-32 -- if the men of my tent have not 
said, 'Who is there that has not been filled with his meat?' 32 (the sojourner 
has not lodged in the street; I have opened my doors to the traveler)). Job 
entertained guests graciously and generously. He knew that the custom of his 
people was to show hospitality even to sojourners or travelers seeking a place 
to stay (1 Kings 17:10-12 -- So Elijah arose and went to Zarephath. And when 
he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. 
And he called to her and said, "Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I may 
drink." 11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, "Bring 



me a morsel of bread in your hand." 12 And she said, "As the Lord your God 
lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a 
jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it 
for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die"). Daniel Meyer in his book 
Witness Essentials tells the story of an elderly woman who heard a sermon in 
which she felt God encouraging her to look for ways in which she could use her 
particular gifts and situation to minister to the needs of others. She thought 
about it and realized that she'd been told by others that she had the gift of 
hospitality. She lived alone in a small apartment near a large university and 
had afternoons free. She pondered the needs around her and the people who 
tugged at her heartstrings. To her mind came the students nearby who were 
so far away from home. It was then that an idea both strange and simple 
suddenly arose. She got a stack of three-by-five cards and wrote on each one 
the following words: "Are you homesick? Come to my house at 4:00 p.m. for 
tea." She included a phone number and address and then posted the cards all 
around campus. After a slow start, homesick students began trickling into her 
house each week for tea. When she died ten years later, eighty honorary 
pallbearers attended her funeral. Each one of them had been a student who, 
once upon a time, found a hot cup of tea, a sense of home, and the gospel of 
Jesus in the hospitable heart of this faithful servant. Loving your neighbor 
doesn’t demand a lot of money, just paying attention to the needs of others 
and stepping up to help whenever you can. That’s what Job did. 

 
Job the Worshiper. He understood that we were made to worship the Lord 
(Matthew 4:10 – Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only).  
• He refused to worship money (Job 31:24-25 -- If I have made gold my trust or 

called fine gold my confidence, 25 if I have rejoiced because my wealth was 
abundant or because my hand had found much). According to the Bible, 
those who those who set their affection on acquiring wealth will never satisfy 
the deep longings of their souls (Ecclesiastes 5:10 -- He who loves money will 
not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; this 
also is vanity). They will always want more and covet what they have.  Job, 
though he was wealthy at one time, refused to yield to this kind of temptation. 
He refused to take pride in material things.  

• He refused to worship the stars (Job 31:26-28 -- if I have looked at the sun 
when it shone, or the moon moving in splendor, 27 and my heart has been 
secretly enticed, and my mouth has kissed my hand, 28 this also would be an 



iniquity to be punished by the judges, for I would have been false to God 
above). Unlike many in the ancient Near East who worshipped the sun, moon 
and stars, Job would have no part of it. He never threw a kiss to them (a 
widespread pagan practice) as a sign of affection and devotion. He served only 
one God, the creator of the heavens and the earth. 

 
Job the Steward (Job 31:38-40b -- If my land has cried out against me and its 
furrows have wept together, 39 if I have eaten its yield without payment and 
made its owners breathe their last, 40 let thorns grow instead of wheat, and 
foul weeds instead of barley”).  A steward is someone who manages the 
property of another. Job was a farmer who recognized that his land belonged to 
the Lord (Job 41:11 – God speaking -- Everything under heaven belongs to me).  
Therefore, he treated it as if it were a person. If he had abused it, the land would 
have cried out against him and wept in pain. If those who worked the land had 
been overworked or underpaid, then God would have given Job a harvest of 
weeds instead of wheat and barley. Job knew that he was innocent of any kind of 
mismanagement of the land. 
 
JOB THE MAN WANTED TO BE PURE; JOB THE MASTER WANTED TO BE FAIR; JOB 
THE NEIGHBOR WANTED TO BE KIND; JOB THE WORSHIPER WANTED TO BE 
FAITHFUL; AND JOB THE STEWARD WANTED TO BE TRUSTWORTHY. If you want 
the same things for your life ask yourself these three questions: 
• What sin(s) do you need to remove? Job mentions lust, deceit and adultery in 

the first twelve verses. Perhaps you are battling one of these as well? Or 
maybe it is something else altogether. In any case, you will not be able to walk 
as Job walked unless you first tackle any sin that has taken control of you. This 
means owning up to it and turning from it. 

• What opportunity do you need to reconsider? God gave Job plenty of chances 
to minister to the people he encountered in his life. These included the poor 
and disadvantaged, strangers in need of hospitality and even his enemies who 
sought to do him harm. Think about your life for a moment. Has the Lord been 
presenting you with similar opportunities that you have yet to do anything 
about? If you want to be a godly man, stop turning a blind eye to the needs of 
others and do what you can to help whether they deserve it or not. 

• What idol do you need to renounce? Neither the love of money nor the 
worship of the stars could keep Job from recognizing that God took first place 
in his life. He was not about to be distracted by the idols that so many 



contemporaries in his day worshiped. Men, do you have an idol in your 
life…something that seeks to fill that place in your heart and mind that is 
intended only for God? We were not created to serve two masters. Perhaps 
today is the day that you renounce your idol and surrender to the reign of 
Jesus Christ once again.   

 
Oh, the difference that God can make in a man who turns to Him! Author, pastor, 
and former atheist Lee Strobel says in one sermon: How can I tell you the 
difference God has made in my life? My daughter Allison was 5 years old when I 
became a follower of Jesus, and all she had known in those five years was a dad 
who was profane and angry. I remember I came home one night and kicked a hole 
in the living room wall just out of anger with life. I am ashamed to think of the 
times Allison hid in her room to get away from me. Five months after I gave my 
life to Jesus Christ, that little girl went to my wife and said, "Mommy, I want God 
to do for me what he's done for Daddy." At age 5! What was she saying? She'd 
never studied the archeological evidence [regarding the truth of the Bible]. All she 
knew was her dad used to be this way: hard to live with. But more and more her 
dad is becoming this way. And if that is what God does to people, then sign her 
up. At age 5 she gave her life to Jesus. God changed my family. He changed my 
world. He changed my eternity. He can do the same thing for any man with the 
right priorities…the same priorities as Job.  
 

CONNECTION GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully 
and prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you 
can lead a fruitful discussion. 
 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Read Job 31:1-40 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
• What was God’s assessment of Job’s character in Job 1:8? Was this God’s 

way of saying that he did not sin? What exactly was He saying about Job? 
 



• Job the man struggled with sin just like every other man. What 
precautions did he take to keep away from the sin of lusting for an 
unmarried woman?  What does it mean to make a covenant with one’s 
eyes? 

 
• Job said that if he had deceived someone or committed adultery, he would 

deserve to suffer for his sins. How does his view of wrong-doing differ 
from many people today who engage in similar acts? 

 
• What reason did Job give for assuring that he treated his manservants and 

maidservants right? Why did he bring up the fact that God made both he 
and his servants? 

 
• What can we learn from Job when it came to how he treated his 

neighbors? Where do you think he learned to love his neighbors? 
 

• Job worshipped God, not money or the heavens.  What kinds of things do 
people substitute for God today? 

 
• Job was a good steward of his land as well. What application can we draw 

from this in today’s world? 
 

 
Close in Prayer 
 
      


