
Preaching Series: In Search of Role Models 
Sermon Title: Mary of Bethany: A True Worshipper 

 
Text: John 12:1-8 -- Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they 
gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 
reclining with him at the table. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive 
ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his 
feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But 
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 
"Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor?" 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was 
a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was 
put into it. 7 Jesus said, "Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of 
my burial.  8 The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have 
me."  
 
A role model is a person who serves as an example of a particular behavior for 
others to follow. In one sense, we could say that almost all of us are role models 
in that we have others watching and learning from us. Few would argue that 
children imitate their parents when it comes to most things in life. Athletes, 
actors and actresses, successful business people and other shakers and movers 
are also held up as examples of what young people ought to be, though they 
often seem to reject that responsibility. Hall of Fame basketball player, Charles 
Barkley, once said, “I’m not a role model. Just because I can dunk a basketball 
doesn’t mean I should raise your kids.” Singer Katy Perry said something similar, 
“If people want a role model they can have Miley Cyrus.” I don’t know if you’ve 
heard much about Miley Cyrus in the news lately, but I wouldn’t advise following 
Katy Perry’s suggestion and holding her up as an example for your kids. Several 
years ago, I had the opportunity to be a part of a service that honored Staff 
Sergeant Christopher Antonik, a Marine who gave his life for our country while 
fighting the Taliban in Afghanistan. Certainly, he’s a role model of conviction and 
courage that’s worth emulating. Many believe there is a real shortage of good 
examples for people, both young and old, to follow today. That’s why for the past 
four weeks we’ve been looking at some biblical role models that we as Christians 
should consider patterning our lives after. Just by way of review: we mentioned 
Abraham who demonstrated real faith in God’s promises despite having to wait 
for much of his life to even see some of them fulfilled. We also looked at Jacob 
who wrestled with the angel of the Lord until he came to the place of surrender 
to God’s will for him. We mentioned Abigail who showed us what true 



discernment is…the ability to correctly evaluate a situation and make the right 
choice as a result. And then last week, we considered Job – a man who wanted to 
live a life worthy of God’s glory.  
 
This morning, I want to look another person who is a biblical role model worthy of 
our attention. Her name is Mary of Bethany. She is the sister of Lazarus, whom 
Christ raised from the dead and Martha, a woman who worked hard for the Lord. 
What we know about her is found in three different passages in the New 
Testament (Luke 10:38-42; John 11:20-34 and John 12:1-8). She was a woman 
who clearly understood the special place that Christ should occupy in our lives. 
She was and remains for us today a great role model of what it means to be a 
WORSHIPPER of the Son of God. Let’s see what we can observe from her example 
here in John 12:1-8.  
 
For Mary, Worshipping Christ Was a Lifestyle. John 12:1-3a -- Six days before the 
Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at the table. 3 Mary therefore took 
a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of 
Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair). To worship means to regard something 
with awe and devotion. In our passage for this morning, we see that at her core 
Mary was a worshipper of Christ. When a banquet was thrown in our Lord’s honor 
at the home of Simon the Leper (Matthew 26:6 -- Now when Jesus was at 
Bethany (the hometown of Mary) in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman 
came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she 
poured it on his head as he reclined at table). Mary was the only person at the 
dinner recognized for a demonstration of her love and devotion to our Lord. Of 
course, this seemed to be her pattern.  In Luke 10:38-42, we see that when Jesus 
came to visit the sisters, it was Mary who sat at the Lord’s feet clinging to His 
every word. In John 11:20-34, we’re told that Jesus returned to their home again 
because Lazarus their brother had died. What did Mary do when she saw Him? 
She fell at his feet and worshipped. Worship was as much a part of who she was 
as video games are today to the average teen. You could say that it defined her 
as a person.  
 
Perhaps you’re sitting here this morning and thinking to yourself, “I don’t know if 
I have what it takes to be a worshipper in the same way that Mary was.”  If this 
is a thought you’re wrestling with, may I suggest the thing that could possibly be 
keeping you from becoming more like her is your FAILURE TO BE AWED BY 
CHRIST. You know what it means to be in awe of someone don’t you? The 



dictionary defines it as a feeling of reverential respect mixed with fear and 
wonder. Perhaps, unlike Mary, you haven’t stood close enough to Him yet to 
see just how great and awesome He really is.  Too many believers today are like 
the children in a Sunday Class who became very excited when their teacher 
explained that when Solomon’s temple was completed and the people dedicated 
it to the glory of God, the presence of the Lord filled the temple. The children’s 
jaws dropped with excitement. The teacher quickly discovered, however, that 
they were not impressed with how God had come to dwell in the temple, but 
mistakenly thought that it was full of “presents” from Him. That’s the problem 
with many Christians today. We’re more excited about the presents that we get 
from God than being in the presence of God. If you want to be a true 
worshipper…get a little closer to Jesus. 
 
For Mary, Worshipping Christ Involved Sacrifice (John 12:3 -- Mary therefore 
took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume). While the disciples reclined at the table with Jesus and 
Martha and Mary’s sister, busied herself taking care of them, Mary sought a way 
to express just how much she loved her Lord. So, she took a considerable quantity 
of expensive perfume and poured it on Jesus’ feet. How much would it have cost 
on the open market? About a year’s wages for a day laborer. To put it in 
perspective, in today’s economy you’re looking at around thirty thousand dollars! 
Of course, with this kind of extravagance, the entire house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. One might wonder why she would do a thing like that. 
The answer is simple. It was Mary’s way of demonstrating that Jesus meant more 
to her than anything else in her life. She was not about to worship Him without 
sacrificing something of value in the process. King David did the same thing in 2 
Samuel 24:24. When he attempted to purchase a threshing floor in order to build 
an altar to worship the Lord on the site, the man who owned it offered to give it 
to him, yet David turned him down saying, “I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God 
burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” Listen: If you want to grow as a 
worshipper, you have to come to the place where you see your relationship with 
Christ as preeminent over everything else in your life. When He occupies the first 
place in your life, then what you do with your family, friends, careers, houses, cars 
etc, becomes a way to express your love for Jesus. Illustration: I’m a neat freak 
and when I got my first car I didn’t want anyone to mess it up. That is until I came 
to realize that as a worshipper of Christ, everything else that mattered to me was 
to be used for His glory.  
 



For Mary, Worshipping Christ Meant Denying Herself (John 12:4-6 -- But Judas 
Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 "Why was 
this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 6 He 
said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and 
having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it). 
After pouring the perfume out on Jesus’ body, Mary undid her hair, something 
that no respectable Jewish woman would do in public (it was a mark of loose 
morals), and began to wipe His feet with it. For her it was simply a way to express 
her humility before Jesus and lay her glory at His feet. While He later commended 
her for her action, Judas, and the disciples—See Matthew 26:8, were very 
troubled by what she’d done. As the treasurer for the group, Judas spoke up and 
said, “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor?” Of course, the writer of this Gospel, John, let’s us know that Judas cared 
nothing for the poor, but was hoping to get something for himself. Still, no matter 
his motives in saying what he did, the interesting thing about Mary is that she 
didn’t care enough to alter her actions or apologize for them. Even if others 
determined her actions to be wasteful and shameful, Mary was not about to be 
distracted from worshipping Christ.  
 
To worship the Lord, you have to deny yourself. You cannot be guided in your 
thinking by what others are going to say about you for expressing your love and 
devotion to Jesus. You simply have to come to the place where you recognize 
that there is only one opinion that matters when it comes to worship…and it is 
Christ’s. If anyone else thinks less of you for expressing your allegiance to Him, so 
be it. Remember what the Bible says: “If you suffer for doing good and endure it, 
this is commendable before God (1 Peter 2:20).”    
 
For Mary, Worshipping Christ Was Her Legacy (John 12:7-8 -- Jesus said, "Leave 
her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my burial.  8 The poor you 
always have with you, but you do not always have me"). In doing what she did, 
Mary was showing her love and affection for Jesus before He died. In our day, we 
send flowers or cards after someone has passed. She was presenting a 
remembrance while He was still alive! Having already anointed His body, it is 
interesting to note that Mary did not go with the women who went to the tomb 
on the first day of the week to do it again (See Mark 16:1). Why? She had already 
done so. In Matthew 26:10 and Mark 14:6. Jesus called what she did a “good 
work” and praised her for it. As a matter of fact, Jesus was so touched by her 
public display of affection He declared that her loving act would become a 
blessing to believers for generations to come wherever the Gospel story is shared 



(Matthew 26:13 -- Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the 
whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her").  
 
The Bible says you cannot have two lords…you will love one and hate the other. 
The decision that every one of us has to make daily is who we will give our hearts 
over to as the Lord of our lives.    
 
What can we learn from Mary? She worshipped the Lord CONSISTENTLY (it was a 
part of the fabric of her being), SACRIFICIALLY, SHAMELESSLY and UTTERLY. Here 
are some suggestions for those who want to worship like Mary.  
• If you want to be a better worshipper, give more of your time to it. I’m not 

talking about merely attending more church services, though I would certainly 
encourage you to make worshipping with a church family one of your major 
priorities. I’m thinking here of redeeming our time as it says in Ephesians 5:16 
so that we can use it all up for God’s glory. Let’s be more like the great 16th 
century reformer, Philipp Melanchthon, who kept a record of every wasted 
moment and took his list to God in confession at the end of each day. Now 
there was a man who was completely devoted to His Lord!  

• If you want to be a better worshipper, give more of treasures to it. When we 
release our grip on the things in life that have for so long been our idols, we 
relax and trust the Lord with each and every one of them. Let me encourage 
you to mentally pour each one out to Jesus as an expression of His place in 
your lives. 

• If you want to be a better worshipper, give more of yourself to it. The more 
you love Him, the more you’ll worship Him.  

 
Conclusion: Everybody has to live for something. As Christians we choose to live 
for Jesus and to attempt to order our lives, as Mary did, so that we worship Him in 
everything we do. The Bible warns us that if we worship something other than 
Christ, that thing will fail to fill the deep emptiness of our souls. Only Christ can do 
that. He says this in John 7:37-38 -- If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and 
drink.  38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water.' Few seem to have recognized this truth better 
than the American writer and intellectual David Foster Wallace. For much of his 
adult life, Wallace was at the top of his profession. He was an award-winning, 
best-selling novelist who sadly and tragically committed suicide in 2008. Before 
his death he gave a famous commencement address in which he said this to the 
graduating class: “…here's something else that's true. In the day-to-day trenches 
of adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism…. Everybody worships. The 



only choice we get is what to worship. And…pretty much anything you worship 
will eat you alive. If you worship money and things—if they are where you tap 
real meaning in life—then you will never have enough…. Worship your own body 
and beauty and sexual allure and you will always feel ugly, and when time and 
age start showing, you will die a million deaths before they finally plant you…. 
Worship power—you will feel weak and afraid, and you will need ever more 
power over others to keep the fear at bay. Worship your intellect, being seen as 
smart—you will end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found 
out. And so on. David Wallace was smart enough to realize that no part of God’s 
creation, not even human beings, deserves our worship. His fatal error, 
however, was that he did not consider Christ, Himself, as the One worthy of our 
complete and utter devotion. And it was this failure that made his life unbearable 
to the point where he ended it. What about you? What do you worship? If your 
heart’s desire is to worship our Lord, then follow Mary’s example. For her, 
WORSHIPPING CHRIST WAS A LIFESTYLE, WORSHIPPING CHRIST INVOLVED 
SACRIFICE, WORSHIPPING CHRIST MEANT DENYING HERSELF AND 
WORSHIPPING CHRIST WAS HER LEGACY.  
 

CONNECTION GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully 
and prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you 
can lead a fruitful discussion. 
 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Read John 12:1-8 -- Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they 
gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those 
reclining with him at the table. 3 Mary therefore took a pound of expensive 
ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his 
feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But 
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 
"Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the 
poor?" 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because he was 
a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what was 
put into it. 7 Jesus said, "Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of 
my burial.  8 The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have 
me."  
 



Discussion Questions: 
• What is worship and what does the Bible say about it? (See Exodus 34:14; 

Nehemiah 9:6; Psalm 99:5; John 4:23; Hebrews 1:6) 
• Why do you some Christians seem reluctant to worship the Lord in church?  
• What did Mary offer in worship of the Lord and what does that tell us about 

her? 
• When the disciples, led by Judas, complained of her extravagant gift, did Mary 

do anything differently? Why or why not? What does her actions tell us about 
her commitment to worship? 

• Do you ever feel any pressure to refrain from expressing your worship because 
of what others might say about you? 

• Jesus said that what Mary had done would be shared in memory of her 
wherever the gospel is preached. What do you think He meant by this? 

• What we spend our time, talents and treasures on reveals what we believe is 
really important. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Why? 

• What’s one thing you intend to do to become a more fully engaged worshipper 
of our Lord? 

 
Close in Prayer 
 
 


