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Introduction: This morning, in our sixth message in the series, “In Search of Role Models” I 
want to look at an instance in the lives of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, three ancient 
Israelites who were great examples of people who possessed the character quality of integrity. 
Before we do, however, let me take a moment and try to help you understand what the word 
“integrity” means. In 2013 Reader's Digest nominated the actor Tom Hanks as "the most 
trusted man in the world"…a man of real integrity. Shortly thereafter he appeared on the 
Late Show with David Letterman, who as the host pointed this out to the audience. He then 
asked Hanks what he has done to become so trustworthy. Hanks explained: What do I do 
exactly to earn this trust? I'm honest because I tell people I'm lying to them. Because I'm in 
show business … somebody will send me a project and there is no way…I'm going to do it 
because it stinks and it's lousy and I don't want to do it. But I will say, "Doug, I'm lying to you 
right now, but I love this thing so much, I want to do it, but I can't because I have to publicize 
a movie in Japan. By the way Doug, I'm lying to you. The things I just said are lies, but don't 
you feel better?" But then when I'm supposed to be in Japan to promote my new movie I turn 
up in the crowd at a [hockey] game and it kind of blows it. But then I tell him, "But, dude, I 
opened the conversation by saying, 'I'm lying to you.'" Does this qualify Tom Hanks to be the 
most trusted man in the world? Well in one sense it does! When he tells people he’s lying to 
them, he is closely following a moral code that he has set for himself, and that is, after all, 
what a person of integrity does. The American Heritage Dictionary defines it as the steadfast 
adherence to a strict moral or ethical code. Of course, we as Christians would not agree with 
his set of ethical beliefs. We know how the Lord feels about a lying tongue. He says this in 
Proverbs 12:22 -- Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord). The word abomination means 
“morally disgusting.” So even if, like Tom Hanks, you’re honest about your lying, I’m not sure 
that God approves of what you’re doing.  Over the next twenty-five minutes or so I would like 
to invite you to join me as we consider a well-known story about three men of integrity and 
the impact that their choices had upon themselves and others. So, keep your Bibles open to 
Daniel 3 and let’s begin with this observation. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were in conflict with the King’s values (Daniel 3:1-12 -- 
King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth 
six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then King 
Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, 
the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to come to 
the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the 
prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and 
all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image that King 



Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set 
up. 4 And the herald proclaimed aloud, "You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and 
languages, 5 that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 And whoever does not fall down and worship shall 
immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace." 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples 
heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all 
the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and 
maliciously accused the Jews. 9 They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 
10 You, O king, have made a decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, 
lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and worship the golden 
image. 11 And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; 
they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up"). The 
greatest kingdom of the time in which this scene played out was the Babylonian Empire under 
King Nebuchadnezzar. In the preceding chapter (See Daniel 2:38), we’re told that Daniel had 
interpreted one of the king’s dreams and revealed that the head of the statue 
Nebuchadnezzar saw in his vision that was made of gold represented the king himself. This 
may well have been his motivation for erecting such a large image in Daniel 3. It’s hard to get 
into Nebuchadnezzar’s mind as to why he did this. Perhaps he wanted more loyalty out of his 
leaders and sought to intimidate them with fear. In any case he didn’t realize that just because 
God had used him once for His purposes (See Jeremiah 27:6-8) AND had given him a dream, 
didn’t mean that God was always on his side. What the king was asking his subjects to do IN 
WORSHIPPING THE GOLDEN IMAGE, including all the exiled Jews who served in his 
government, was clearly a violation of God’s laws (Exodus 20:3 – You shall have no other gods 
before me). Verse seven tells us that as soon as the people heard the instruments playing they 
fell down and worshiped the golden image set up by the king. The only exceptions were 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. They respectfully declined (See Daniel 3:12). Though every 
other leader valued their lives more than their integrity, these three refused to compromise.  
 
COMPROMISE is a word you hear all the time today. It means to make a concession in order 
to settle a difference. While I suppose it is possible that there may be a time in life when one 
has to compromise to come to agreement, it is never appropriate for Christians to 
compromise their God-given values in order to get along with the unbelieving world. No 
where in the Scriptures do we find God rewarding one of His own for doing so. In fact, we read 
just the opposite. Obedience to God’s commands brings life and prosperity while allowing 
one’s heart to be drawn away to worldly pursuits brings destruction (See Deuteronomy 30:15-
18). In his book Over the Edge: Death in the Grand Canyon, Michael P. Ghiglieri chronicles the 
nearly 700 deaths that have occurred in the Grand Canyon since the 1870s. Of course, most 
people aren't shocked that fatal mishaps occur there. After all, the Grand Canyon is 277 miles 



long, up to 18 miles wide, and attains a depth of over a mile (6,000 feet). So how did most of 
the deaths occur? Air crashes, flash floods and suicides account for the largest number of 
deaths. But according to Ghiglieri, a number of people have gone "over the edge" and fallen 
to their death through their own carelessness. Specifically, they ignored posted warnings and 
confidently walked out on to dangerous precipices. For example, in 1992, a 38-year-old father 
jokingly tried to frighten his teenage daughter by leaping on to a guard wall. He flailed his arms 
as he pretended to lose his balance. Then he comically "fell" on the canyon side onto a ledge 
he assumed was safe. But sadly, after ignoring numerous warning signs, he lost his footing and 
fell 400 feet into the void below. Then in 2012, an 18-year-old woman who was hiking on the 
North Rim Trail decided to venture off the beaten path to have her picture taken at a spot 
known as Inspiration Point. As she sat down on the ledge of the 1,500-foot-deep canyon, the 
rocks gave way, and she plummeted to her death. These deaths were not just tragic; they 
were also completely avoidable. Does anyone truly want his or her last words before "Oops" 
to be, "Hey! Look at how close I can get to danger without falling?" Call me overly cautious, 
but I can see the Canyon just fine 10 yards back from the precipice. And yet many of us 
approach the sin of compromise by asking a similar question, "How close can I get to the 
world without crossing the line?" Fortunately, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego knew 
enough not to make any concessions by worshipping Nebuchadnezzar’s statute. They were 
okay being in conflict with the King’s values. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego took heat over their own values (Daniel 3:13-23 -- Then 
Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 
brought. So, they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said 
to them, "Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or 
worship the golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down 
and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall 
immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you 
out of my hands?" 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, "O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out 
of your hand, O king.  18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your 
gods or worship the golden image that you have set up." 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled 
with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 
And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound 
in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into 
the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because the king's order was urgent and the furnace 
overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the 
burning fiery furnace). Some people have defined integrity as doing the right thing when no 



one else is watching and that is hard to argue with. But it is also doing the right thing when 
everyone else is watching. It is not going along with the crowd when they turn against God 
even though you know it will make your life more difficult as a result. When the other officials 
discovered that our three men of integrity refused to bow down to the statue, they brought it 
to the king’s immediate attention. It seems that Nebuchadnezzar must have valued Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego because he offered them a second chance (See Daniel 3:13-15). His 
last words tell us just how prideful the king had become: “And who is the god who will deliver 
you out of my hands?” Given the seriousness of the threat, the three men could have 
rationalized and said, “Everyone else is doing it,” or “We’ll bow our heads but not our 
hearts,” but they answered otherwise (See Daniel 3:16-18) and received the full wrath of the 
king as a result. The fiery furnace was superheated until one couldn’t even get near it without 
dire consequences. Then the three men were bound and cast into it.  
 
As I’ve said many times before, following Christ means being willing to suffer for His name’s 
sake. It is a life of self-denial for His glory. In the 1950s in North Korea the few Christians in 
that country were regularly persecuted for their faith including a man known as Pastor Kim. He 
and his flock of 27 in order to avoid any confrontations with the government lived in hand-dug 
tunnels beneath the earth. Then one day as the Communists were building a road, they 
discovered the “underground” church. The official brought them out before a crowd of 30,000 
in the village of Gok San for a public trial and execution. They were told, “Deny Christ or die.” 
But they refused. At this point the officials took four of their children and tied ropes around 
the necks in preparation for hanging. Still, no one denied Jesus as the children were ushered 
into heaven. Then they took a steamroller and forced the rest to lie down in its path. As it 
moved forward inch by inch and their bones were crushed under the pressure, they were 
heard singing, “More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee. Thee alone I seek, more love 
to Thee.” Their execution was reported as an act of suppressing superstition. Sometimes you 
just have to be willing to take the heat rather than compromise your what you know to be 
right. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were the kind of people that God values (Daniel 3:24-30 -
- Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his 
counselors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?" They answered and said to the 
king, "True, O king." 25 He answered and said, "But I see four men unbound, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the 
gods." 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he 
declared, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, 
and come here!" Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And 
the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and 
saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their 
heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon 
them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and 



set aside the king's command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any 
god except their own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language 
that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn 
limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue 
in this way." 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province 
of Babylon). Though each man was prepared to die when they were thrown into the furnace, 
it was the soldiers who escorted them who perished in the flames. As for Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, God delivered them from certain death and even joined them in the furnace so 
that Nebuchadnezzar saw four men walking around inside. The fourth person, of course, was a 
pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ. When ordered to come out, the three men 
immediately obeyed. As the objects of a miracle, they wanted everyone to know just how 
great God is. Then, because they did not compromise, even the king realized that these three 
worshipped the only God who could deliver men in this way and commanded that no one be 
allowed to speak against Him. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego proved their faith and 
brought honor to the Lord! (Review: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were in conflict with 
the King’s values, willing to take heat over their own values and were the kind of people that 
God values.) 
 
If you want to be men and women of integrity like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego… 
• Don’t look for confirmation from unbelievers that you’re doing what is right. Just as 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego could not look to King Nebuchadnezzar and his officials 
for spiritual wisdom and guidance, so neither can you. When a person loves the world and 
operates according to the sinful nature, he or she will always have a bent to compromise 
the truth for personal benefit. Only believers in Jesus can comprehend the things that come 
from God according to 1 Corinthians 2:12 -- Now we have received not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given 
us by God). No—if you want to act with integrity as a Christian, you must look to Lord to 
understand what is right and be willing to stand in opposition to those who reject His 
Word.   

• Don’t think that you will NEVER suffer at the hands of unbelievers for doing what is right. 
You probably will! Swimming against the current of worldly opinion as Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego did is difficult and often risky. It is much easier and, in the short-term, less 
painful to go along with the crowd. The Bible is filled with examples of believers who did 
what was right and paid dearly for it, not the least of which was our Lord. He went to the 
cross though He was innocent of all charges (See 1 Peter 2:22). Yet to have done anything 
else would have resulted in compromising His purpose (Hebrews 2:9b -- But we see him 
who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory 
and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone). Now He has become our role model of suffering for what is right (See 
1Peter 2:21).  



• Don’t lose hope because God remembers those who suffer for doing what is right. In 1 
Peter 2:19-20 we’re told that those who suffer for wrong are simply getting what they 
deserve. On the other hand, those who suffer for what is right find “favor” (charis—idea of 
approval) with God. Isn’t this the ultimate reward that all of us are looking for? To hear 
from our Lord, “Well done, thy good and faithful servant!”  

 
Conclusion: Since the days of Chairman Mao Zedong when communist rule came to China in 
1949, following Christ has always come at a high price to believers living there. Despite the 
growth of the church (some estimate that there are now more than 80 million believers in the 
country), persecution is seemingly on the rise again. Today the central government is 
committed to eradicating unregistered house churches where millions of evangelical 
Christians gather each week to worship. In the midst of their ongoing suffering, however, 
many believers dispersed around the country have remained faithful, persevering and even 
prospering in Christ just as God has promised. Here’s one example: According to Open Doors 
Ministry, Chinese government officials became so fed up with sky-high rates of crime, drug 
addiction, and sickness in the county of Lancan Lahu, Yunnan province, that in the mid 1990s 
they turned for help to the only model citizens in the area: the Christians. "We had to admit 
that the Lahu people were a complete loss because of their addiction to opium," confessed 
an official who did not want to be named. "Their addiction made them weak and sick. Then 
they would go to one of their "priests," who required animal sacrifices of such extravagance 
that the people became poor. And because they were so poor, they stole from each other, and 
law and order deteriorated. It was a vicious cycle that no amount of government propaganda 
could break. "We noticed, however, that in some villages in the county, the Lahu were 
prosperous and peace loving. There was no drug problem, or any stealing or social order 
problems. Households had a plentiful supply of pigs, oxen, and chickens. So, we 
commissioned a survey to find out why these villages were different. To our astonishment 
and embarrassment, we discovered the key factor was that these villages had a majority of 
Christians." Officials launched a daring experiment in 1998, the likes of which would have 
been unthinkable in China 10 years previous…they sponsored Christians to go into the 
troublesome villages and share their faith. They started by picking out the worst village, which 
had 240 people, 107 of which were hopelessly addicted to opium. Christian Lahus were bussed 
into the village at government expense, and the villagers were herded together by the police 
and made to listen to the testimonies of the Christians. A year later, there were 17 converts in 
the village, and they began to become prosperous because they stopped spending their 
money on drugs and animal sacrifices. Eight of the 17 converts even had enough to own 
sewing machines and start small businesses. By early 2002, 83 of the villagers were Christians 
and the prosperity had spread. The government official said, "We are delighted with the 
results and have been extending the tactic to many other villages since then." To these and 
all Christians who in the face of adversity, continue to walk with the Lord and live for Him, we 
join with our Lord in saying, “Well done Thy good and faithful servants!” 
 

CONNECTION GROUP DISCUSSION 



 
Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully and 
prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you can lead a fruitful 
discussion. 
 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Read Daniel 3:1-30 -- King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high and nine 
feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 He then 
summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all 
the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the 
satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other 
provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had 
set up, and they stood before it. 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are 
commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language: 5 As soon as you hear the 
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down 
and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not 
fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace." 7 Therefore, as 
soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all 
the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold 
that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 8 At this time some astrologers came forward and 
denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10 You have 
issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 
harp, pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that 
whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there 
are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon-Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego — who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your 
gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up." 13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar 
summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 
14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you 
do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the 
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to 
fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be 
thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from 
my hand?" 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the 
blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your 
hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar 
was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. 
He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of 
the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw 



them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and 
other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king's command was 
so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing 
furnace. 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 
advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied, 
"Certainly, O king." 25 He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound 
and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." 26 Nebuchadnezzar then 
approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal 
advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was 
a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on 
them. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied 
the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any 
god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language 
who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces 
and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way." 30 
Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• How would you define integrity? Do you think a person can have integrity and not 
hold to Biblical values? Why or why not? 

• Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego were unwilling to worship the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar set up? Why wouldn’t they do it? Where do you think Christians 
need to draw the line when it comes to following the rules of government?  

• These men were willing to take heat (literally) for refusing to do what the King 
commanded. What are some of the excuses that believers sometimes offer for going 
along with the crowd?  

• What do we know about Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego from their response to 
King Nebuchadnezzar? Were they convinced they wouldn’t die? How do we train 
young men and women to stand for their beliefs like these three did? 

• What is the application we should take away from knowing that pre-incarnate Jesus 
was standing in the fire with the men? 

• What did Nebuchadnezzar do because these men were willing to give up their lives 
rather than serve or worship any god except their own God? Can you think of any 
moments when you stood up for your biblical convictions and God was glorified as a 
result? Please share them with the group. 

 
Close in Prayer 



 
 
  
 
 
 


