
Sermon Series: In Search of Role Models 
Sermon Title: Moses: A Very Humble Man 

 
Text: Numbers 12:1-16 -- Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the 
Cushite woman whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 2 And 
they said, "Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not spoken 
through us also?" And the Lord heard it. 3 Now the man Moses was very meek, more 
than all people who were on the face of the earth. 4 And suddenly the Lord said to 
Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, "Come out, you three, to the tent of meeting." And 
the three of them came out. 5 And the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood 
at the entrance of the tent and called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward. 
6 And he said, "Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the Lord make 
myself known to him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream. 7 Not so with my 
servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. 8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, 
clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you 
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?" 9 And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against them, and he departed. 10 When the cloud removed from over the 
tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, like snow. And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and 
behold, she was leprous. 11 And Aaron said to Moses, "Oh, my lord, do not punish us 
because we have done foolishly and have sinned. 12 Let her not be as one dead, 
whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes out of his mother's womb." 13 And 
Moses cried to the Lord, "O God, please heal her—please." 14 But the Lord said to 
Moses, "If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be shamed seven days? 
Let her be shut outside the camp seven days, and after that she may be brought in 
again." 15 So Miriam was shut outside the camp seven days, and the people did not 
set out on the march till Miriam was brought in again. 16 After that the people set out 
from Hazeroth, and camped in the wilderness of Paran.  
 
Nik Wallenda is a follower of Christ who has become the most-watched high wire artist 
and daredevil in the world. Just two of his spectacular feats were seen by a billion 
people around the globe! In 2012, Wallenda walked a tightrope across Niagara Falls. In 
2013, Wallenda became the first person to high-wire walk across the Grand Canyon. 
Wallenda knows that if he’s successful he will be tempted by pride (if he’s not successful 
he'll be dead), so after the huge crowds and the media fade away he has made it his 
habit to engage in a simple spiritual discipline: Wallenda walks where the crowds have 
just stood and quietly picks up trash. He recently wrote, “My purpose is simply to help 
clean up after myself. The huge crowd left a great deal of trash behind, and I feel 
compelled to pitch in. Besides, after the inordinate amount of attention I sought and 
received, I need to keep myself grounded. Three hours of cleaning up debris is good for 
my soul. Humility does not come naturally to me. So, if I have to force myself into 



situations that are humbling, so be it …. I know that I need to get down on my hands 
and knees like everyone else. I do it because it's a way to keep from tripping. As a 
follower of Jesus, I see him washing the feet of others. I do it because if I don't serve 
others I'll be serving nothing but my ego.” Humility is an attribute that most people 
respect when we see it demonstrated in the lives of others. Perhaps this is because it is 
uncommon and flies in the face of a culture that places a high value on the pursuit of 
personal notoriety and fame. The Bible tells us that there are but two ways to become 
a humble person: We must either learn to humble ourselves or God will do it for us 
(Matthew 23:12 -- Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted). In my experience it seems like most people need to be 
humbled. I suspect this is what took place in the life of Moses, the great leader of 
people of Israel.  
 
Verse three of Numbers chapter twelve tells us that he was the meekest person on the 
face of the earth. The Hebrew word describes it as THE INTENDED OUTCOME OF 
AFFLICTION FROM GOD – which, of course, is to humble us (Deuteronomy 8:2 -- 
Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, 
to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or 
not you would keep his commands). Now, it may have occurred to you that if Moses 
was the person who made this comment about himself (and many believe he wrote the 
Pentateuch), it may seem to negate it. “I am the meekest man on the earth!” is hardly a 
claim that a humble man would make about himself. If it came from Moses, however, it 
probably was his own testimony about the place to which God had brought the formerly 
impetuous man with often uncontrolled passions through the ministry of adversity. You 
may remember the time he decided to appoint himself the Savior of the Jews and killed 
an Egyptian taskmaster who was beating an Israelite (See Exodus 2:11-15). It may also 
be that another person, perhaps Ezra or one of the prophets, penned these words to 
bear testimony to Moses’ character. Either way, this is the description here in Numbers 
12 of the man of God. He was very meek/humble. Now join me as I point out three 
observations about humble people by looking at Moses’ example. 
 
Humble People Do Not Become Defensive When Wrongfully Accused (Numbers 12:1-2 
-- Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he 
had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 2 And they said, "Has the Lord 
indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not spoken through us also?" And the 
Lord heard it). When my kids were growing up, I often said something like this to them: 
If you do what is right, you don’t need to defend yourself. If you do what is wrong, you 
shouldn’t defend yourself. Why did I say it? When we do what is right there is no need 
to be defensive when others question us. We can simply say that we’re obeying the 
Lord.  When we do something wrong, Christians should never attempt to justify their 



behaviors, but repent of them. Moses came under attack from HIS SISTER, Miriam, and 
BROTHER, Aaron, for two reasons, both of which turned out to be illegitimate charges. 
• First, Moses’ marriage was questioned. This was likely a charge brought by Miriam 

(her name is listed first in verse one) with Aaron standing at her side in a show of 
support. However, God did not say that the Israelites could not marry any foreigner, 
just the Canaanites (Exodus 34:15-16 -- Be careful not to make a treaty with those 
who live in the land; for when they prostitute themselves to their gods and 
sacrifice to them, they will invite you and you will eat their sacrifices. 16 And when 
you choose some of their daughters as wives for your sons and those daughters 
prostitute themselves to their gods, they will lead your sons to do the same) for 
their practices were reprehensible. Moses married a Cushite woman who was 
descended from one of the sons of Ham. While her identity remains a puzzle, it’s 
clear she was not a Canaanite.  

• Second, Moses’ leadership was questioned. Was he the only one that God spoke to? 
Aaron certainly didn’t see it this way and so brought a charge against Moses (with his 
name listed first in verse four) while Miriam stood at his side in a show of support. 
Perhaps Aaron was a little upset because he was not included (only Moses and 
seventy elders) in a sharing of the Spirit in Numbers 11:24-25 -- So Moses went out 
and told the people the words of the Lord. And he gathered seventy men of the 
elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25 Then the Lord came 
down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him 
and put it on the seventy elders).  
 
I’m sure most of us, at one time or another, have felt the sting of a lack of 
recognition for our achievements. Two prideful men were arguing about which was 
the better Christian when suddenly an out-of-control car struck them sending both 
to the pearly gates at the same time. Not missing a beat, they continued their 
argument about who was the godlier man during his days on earth when all of 
sudden St. Peter appeared. Listening to them for a moment he figured out a way to 
end the discussion. “I’ve got a little bit of a predicament here,” he said. “We’re 
almost full. In fact, we’ve got room for only one more person. So, I’m going to ask a 
question, and let your response decide the matter. Are you ready? Which one of 
you is the more humble person?” Moses truly was a meek and humble man. He 
demonstrated it by his unwillingness to defend himself against two wrongful attacks. 

 
Humble People Trust God to Defend Them When Wrongfully Accused (Numbers 12:3-9 
-- Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of 
the earth. 4 And suddenly the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, "Come 
out, you three, to the tent of meeting." And the three of them came out. 5 And the 



Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and called 
Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward. 6 And he said, "Hear my words: If 
there is a prophet among you, I the Lord make myself known to him in a vision; I speak 
with him in a dream. 7 Not so with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. 8 
With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form 
of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?" 9 And 
the anger of the Lord was kindled against them, and he departed). Because Moses was 
the man he was, he probably didn’t intend to do anything in response to the wrongful 
accusations brought against him by his sister and brother. However, the same words 
spoken against him were spoken in the presence of God and He responded SUDDENLY 
(a word often used in the Bible of an invasion or judgment that comes without warning – 
See Psalm 64:7) by descending in a pillar of cloud to stand at the entrance to the tent 
of meeting. Why did God respond in this manner? His servant, Moses, had done nothing 
wrong. He was merely fulfilling his calling. 
• He was appointed by God. Twice in these verses (7 & 8) God refers to Moses as “my 

servant.” In Exodus 3:4-10 we’re told that God revealed Himself to Moses for the 
first time in a bush that was burning, but not consumed. He told him, “"I have surely 
seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because 
of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them 
out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, 
behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the 
oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will send you to 
Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." God 
called Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery in serving the Egyptians to the land 
promised hundreds of years before to Abraham. He was unique in this calling. No 
one else, not Aaron, Miriam or any other Israelite shared that responsibility with him.  

• He had proven to be faithful to God.  “He is faithful in all my house,” are the words 
God used to describe him. Whereas Aaron and Miriam had demonstrated a lack of 
faithfulness to God by their actions, Moses had not. He was a reliable servant and 
this is the reason given as to why God met with him in ways that no other prophet 
ever was blessed to experience. While they heard from heaven through visions and 
dreams which often required interpretation, Moses spoke with God mouth to mouth 
and beheld the form of the Lord (See Exodus 19:16-19; 24:17-18; 33:17-23). Just as 
no one else bore the responsibility of being God’s servant appointed to lead Israel, 
so no one else was blessed to speak personally with God and behold His form. This 
special relationship that Moses shared with God was a very good reason for Aaron 
and Miriam to be afraid. Having spoken against the Lord’s chosen servant, they were 



now about to face His righteous anger as a result. In his book, The Divine Pity, British 
theologian Gerald Vann says, “To grow in wisdom and love is not to lose all fear of 
God; it is to change our fear of God. It is to pass from the servile fear of the slave, 
the fear of punishment, to the loving reverence of the son, fearing to offend his 
father, and in the end to the purely selfless fear of the lover, the fear of hurting 
what you love.” Neither Aaron or Miriam appeared to fear God in this instance as 
either a slave, child or lover and so they did not restrain themselves from speaking 
against the one whom the Lord had appointed for His service and who had proven 
himself faithful as a leader. They should have, but they didn’t and that proved to be 
to their detriment.  

 
Humble People Forgive Others Who Wrongfully Accuse Them (Numbers 12:10-16 -- 
When the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, like snow. 
And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she was leprous. 11 And Aaron said to 
Moses, "Oh, my lord, do not punish us because we have done foolishly and have 
sinned. 12 Let her not be as one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes 
out of his mother's womb." 13 And Moses cried to the Lord, "O God, please heal her—
please." 14 But the Lord said to Moses, "If her father had but spit in her face, should 
she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut outside the camp seven days, and 
after that she may be brought in again." 15 So Miriam was shut outside the camp 
seven days, and the people did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought in 
again. 16 After that the people set out from Hazeroth, and camped in the wilderness 
of Paran). Verse ten tells us that God struck Miriam with a skin disease (leprosy) 
because of her personal attack against Moses. Why didn’t he do the same to Aaron? 
Perhaps because, as the High Priest whose role it was to intercede on behalf of the 
people before God, it was more humbling for him to have to ask Moses to intercede on 
his sister’s behalf, rather than to entreat the Lord Himself. In any case, Moses displays 
his meekness a third time when he acknowledges their confession of sin and repentant 
hearts and prays for God to heal Miriam. In the eyes of many, he may have been 
justified in responding that both were merely getting their comeuppance for having 
treated him so poorly. But that wasn’t in keeping with his character, so Moses 
petitioned the Lord on their behalf and seven days later, his sister was cleansed and the 
people of God were free to start moving again. 
 
Let me wrap this message up by sharing some additional thoughts that identify humble 
people like Moses: 
• Humble people do not seek retribution. The Bible instructs us not to return evil for 

evil. When we are reviled we should not return the same (1 Corinthians 4:12 -- When 



reviled, we bless) Those who have either been humbled by God or have humbled 
themselves understand this important principle and value it. 

• Humble people cast their cares on the Lord (See 1 Peter 5:7). They take the high 
road when wronged by others and turn to the Lord for comfort and care. They know 
that the Lord always has the prerogative to deal with those who have done them 
wrong. “Vengeance is mine,” says the Lord. “I will repay.”   

• Humble people forgive because they’ve been forgiven. Those who have attained 
humility know that others can arrive at the same place by the same means. So, when 
a Christian who has suffered wrongfully sees those who have caused his pain 
admitting their moral failures and turning from their sin, he is quick to forgive and do 
whatever he can to support them, including praying for God’s grace and mercy in 
their lives.    

 
Jason Matthews, a 30-plus year CIA veteran, shared how he and fellow "case workers" 
convinced people to betray their country and share secrets with the United States. First, 
the CIA agent has to earn the trust of the asset. Second, the agent must assess the 
target's aspirations, fears and desires. "You must know what motivates the potential 
recruit so that you can better exploit his vulnerabilities and, in the end, put him in the 
right frame of mind for your 'pitch.'" In particular, ego or pride is one of those 
vulnerabilities that an agent must learn how to exploit. Matthews writes: The agent 
motivated by ego is a blessing and a curse. Properly stroked, he can be responsive, 
motivated, and focused. But once the stroking starts, you cannot stop: He will be needy, 
moody, demanding. Ego is one of the most powerful human motivators …. A case officer 
also looks for prospects among individuals who seem to be in search of an ego, their 
spirits stamped flat by purges, cultural revolutions, or [government harassment]. In the 
late 70s, one agent with abysmal self-esteem and a nervous disposition was told (falsely) 
by his case officer that his intel tidbits had been reported to the White House to rave 
reviews. His shriveled ego flowered: He now had people who counted on him and 
admired him! That's all it took for the meek little man to ignore his fears and begin 
bringing out classified documents—all in the belief that he was personally spying for 
[President] Jimmy Carter. An insatiable ego might be the most important criteria in 
recruiting a spy, but it is a terrible attribute for any Christian to possess. We should not 
be driven by the desire to exalt ourselves so we can feel better about who or what we 
are. In fact, just like Moses, believers must recognize that it is not about us. We are here 
for the Lord’s sake. And when we respond the way God wants us to we bring glory to 
Him even if the net result to us is a little more affliction and humility. 
 

CONNECTION GROUP DISCUSSION 
 



Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully and 
prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you can lead a 
fruitful discussion. 
 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Text: Numbers 12:1-16 
 
Discussion Questions: 
• Moses is described as the meekest man in all the earth in verse three. What does it 

mean to be meek and how did Moses display it in our passage? 
• Who attacked Moses and what were their concerns? Did Moses do anything wrong? 
• What does the Bible say about how Moses answered his accusers? What do you 

think God wants us to learn from his example? 
• What was said to Moses by Miriam and Aaron was heard by God. How did God 

respond to their attacks against the leader He appointed to be over them? What 
does it mean when the Bible says, “Vengeance is mine. I will repay!”? What does that 
mean for us? How did God deal with Miriam? Why didn’t He give leprosy to Aaron as 
well? 

• Did Moses gloat when the Lord defended him? What did He do? What had to be 
taking place in Moses’ heart in order for him to pray for Miriam? 

• If Moses had returned harsh words to his brother and sister for their wrongful 
accusations, how might this have played out differently? 

• What lesson should we apply to our lives from this story about Moses, Miriam and 
Aaron? 

 
Close in Prayer 
 


