
Sermon Series: In Search of Role Models 
Sermon Title: Rahab: A Righteous Woman 

 
Text: Joshua 2:1-21  
 
Introduction: There are some of us sitting here this morning who have made foolish and 
even sinful decisions in the past, the effects of which we can't seem to shake as we go 
about our lives in the present. Daily we deal with the constant ache of regret. We repeat 
the mantra, "If only…If only I’d done this. If only I hadn’t done that, my life would be 
different and probably so much better." We can't move beyond our past and so we 
suffer from depression, fear, guilt and anger. We live with a constant sense of failure 
that robs us of joy, and meaning in life. Emotionally, we feel numb. Spiritually, we’re 
cold. In those rare moments when we’re honest with ourselves, we find that we secretly 
resent others who seem to be on course to achieve their dreams and goals. WORST OF 
ALL IS THIS NAGGING SENSATION THAT OUR LIVES ARE ON HOLD, THAT WE’VE YET TO 
REALLY LIVE AND TIME IS GROWING SHORT.  
 
I have good news for anyone who might be feeling this way. I want you to know that it 
is possible to get PAST THE PAST. Rahab the prostitute did it and we can to. The secret 
to her success and ours is simply doing the right thing and putting our "faith” or “trust” 
in the God who made us in His image and for His glory. I’m talking about exercising the 
kind of faith that is more than just a mere profession, but one that bears evidence that 
we are truly born again. Listen to this from James 2:24 — In the same way, was not 
even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave 
lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? Now let me be clear 
that it was not the works of Rahab that brought her righteousness (See Ephesians 2:8-
9), but her works proved that her faith was real and it was her faith that resulted in her 
justification – a legal declaration of righteousness. That’s what Paul is talking about in 
Romans 5:1 when he says, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Author Warren Wiersbe talks about regrets from the past when he says, "You cannot 
change the past, but the past can change you, either for better or for worse. It all 
depends on how you look at it. The past can be a rudder that guides you or an anchor 
that hinders you. Leave your past mistakes with God and look to the future by faith." 
In the text that we’re looking at this morning, we see THREE WAYS that Rahab's faith in 



God enabled her to be delivered from her past and to begin a journey that led her to a 
much brighter future, but before we go there, however, let's set the context. 
 
Under the leadership of Joshua, who had a firm grasp on the promises and commands 
of God, the Israelites agreed to follow him into the Promised Land. "Whatever you have 
commanded us we will do, wherever you send us we will go," they said. His first act 
was to appoint a couple of spies to look over the land, especially the great walled city of 
Jericho, about 14 miles west of the Jordan River. Perhaps because of his former 
experience as only one of two spies among twelve that brought back a favorable report 
when they spied out the Promised Land the first time (Numbers 13), Joshua only sent 
two men. In an effort to go unnoticed, they went to the home of A PROSTITUTE NAMED 
RAHAB. By the way, there is nothing in this text that says they went there for any 
reason other than because they wished to go undetected and probably thought her 
house afforded an easy way to escape since it was built into the city wall.  
 
Obviously, they were not that good at spy work, because they were found out soon 
after entering the city. The king of Jericho sent word that Rahab should turn them over 
to the authorities. Unwilling to do so, she lied to the king's men and sent them on a wild 
goose chase, all the while hiding the spies under stalks of flax drying on her rooftop. 
Knowing that God was with the Israelites in the conquest of the Canaanites, she entered 
into an agreement with the spies that they would spare her life and those of her family 
when the great general Joshua and his army came to take the city. They would know 
which home was hers because it would be identified by a scarlet cord in the window. 
Later, she lowered them down to safety outside the city walls by night. Now let’s see 
what we can learn from this woman who clearly put her faith in God who transformed 
her from the inside out. 
 
By faith, Rahab saw her LIFE TRANSFORMED by the mercy of God (Joshua 2:1-7 -- And 
Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, "Go, view 
the land, especially Jericho." And they went and came into the house of a prostitute 
whose name was Rahab and lodged there. 2 And it was told to the king of Jericho, 
"Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the land." 3 Then the 
king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, "Bring out the men who have come to you, who 
entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land." 4 But the woman 
had taken the two men and hidden them. And she said, "True, the men came to me, 
but I did not know where they were from. 5 And when the gate was about to be 
closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them 



quickly, for you will overtake them." 6 But she had brought them up to the roof and 
hid them with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men 
pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the gate was 
shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out). Note these two important things about 
Rahab the harlot: (1) First, she turned from the gods of the Canaanites. Rahab sided 
with the Israelites! In doing so, she abandoned her former way of life and her people 
(See Joshua 6:25). Eventually she married an Israelite after the fall of Jericho. Her life 
went in a completely different direction. There is no record that she ever returned to 
the sin (prostitution) that she so willingly embraced as a Canaanite. Why did she 
embrace it at all? Because prostitution was an important part of the cultic worship in 
the land. The Canaanites believed that it was necessary to encourage their two gods, 
Baal and Ashtaroth to mate so that the land would be fertile and the rain would come. 
Obviously, the Lord, the God of the Jews, saw it very differently. He said in Leviticus 
19:29 -- Do not degrade your daughter by making her a prostitute, or the land will turn 
to prostitution and be filled with wickedness. In acknowledging the supremacy of 
Yahweh, Rahab was forsaking any loyalty to the idols she worshipped along with 
everyone else in Jericho. That took some courage. Now, of course, some might argue 
that Rahab was simply being pragmatic. She knew how strong the armies of Israel 
were and her people could not defend themselves against them. These people might 
argue that she experienced what has come to be known as FOXHOLE CONVERSION. 
This is a common occurrence in war when soldiers in battle think they’re going to die. 
They suddenly turn to God. This is not only true of soldiers, however. An American 
physician stated that he had known a hundred or more instances, in his practice, of 
people who, in prospect of death, had been hopefully converted, but had afterwards 
recovered. Of all these, he only knew of three who devoted themselves to the service of 
Christ when they got well. An English doctor once told that he had known three hundred 
sick people profess repentance and faith when they thought they were dying, but who 
afterwards recovered. Only ten of these gave evidence of reality by a change of life. This 
was not what happened to Rahab. HER’S WAS A TRUE CONVERSION. (2) She became a 
woman of faith. We know this because Rahab is only one of two women included in the 
Hall of Faith found in Hebrews 11. In verse 31 we're told there that her willingness to 
receive the spies was the product of her faith in the God of Israel. James, the half-
brother of Jesus, compares her faith with that of Abraham's who proved his faith by his 
works of righteousness (James 2:25 -- And in the same way was not also Rahab the 
prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way?). Just as Abraham was willing to demonstrate his trust in God by offering 
Isaac, his only son and the hope for the fulfillment of God's promise to him, as a 



sacrifice, so Rahab's faith had teeth in it as well. Standing alone against the total 
culture around her she chose to follow Yahweh. 
 
Wherever we find true salvation we also find evidence of it in a change of behavior. A 
chief tax-collector named Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his home. Then he put his 
faith and trust in him and everything was different from then on.  Look, Lord! Here and 
now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four times the amount).   
 
Pastor Rick Stacy tells a similar kind of conversion story about a friend named Ken: He 
says, “Ken was a laborer on the Alaska Pipeline back in the mid 70’s. He worked up in 
the icy cold for a year and came back with $30,000. That was a lot of money nearly fifty 
years ago! He blew it all in a month. He went back and in six months made another 
$18,000. He came home again and this time he decided to visit church. The first Sunday 
he walked through the doors and sat in the back seat. Pastor Stacey had two thoughts – 
(1) Ken looked just like Grizzly Adams - beard and all and (2) Here was a man that would 
never become a Christian. He said, “That Sunday I preached the message and gave an 
invitation. The instant the music began Ken came rushing down the aisle. I thought he 
was going to crush me! Tears came down his face as he gave his life to Jesus. The next 
Sunday he came back to services and I didn’t recognize him—he was dressed in a suit 
and no beard! When I asked what caused him to shave and dress up he said, "Jesus 
changed me on the inside and I want people to know it - so I changed the outside." 
THAT’S A PRETTY GOOD DESCRIPTION OF WHAT TOOK PLACE IN THE LIFE OF RAHAB THE 
HARLOT. HER LIFE WAS TRANSFORMED WHEN SHE PUT HER FAITH IN THE LORD AND 
THINGS BEGAN TO CHANGE. 
 
By faith, Rahab saw her MIND RENEWED by the power of God (Joshua 2:8-11 -- Before 
the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9 and said to the men, "I know 
that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10 For we have heard how 
the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, 
and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to 
Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction.  11 And as soon as we heard it, our 
hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the Lord 
your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath); Romans 12:2). 
What Rahab did in protecting the spies was nothing less than an act of treason. She 
became a co-conspirator and if the king had been made aware, Rahab most certainly 



would have been killed for her crime against the people of Jericho. What would 
motivate her to take such an enormous risk? It was the power of God on display for all 
to see. The same power made the hearts of her countrymen melt in fear (Compare their 
reaction with the Israelites who experienced the same response only a generation 
before – Numbers 13). What had God done to change her thinking? 
• He dried up the water of the Red Sea (See Exodus 14). God was making a name for 

Himself through the Israelites, so that His reputation was spreading far and wide. In 
the parting of the waters, He demonstrated His power over the elements. 

• He defeated Sihon, the King of the Amorites and Og, the King of Bashan (See 
Numbers 21:21-25, 32-35). In these complete and overwhelming victories, God 
demonstrated His power over men. The people of Jericho knew that the same fate 
awaited them. Yet, incredibly, despite both magnificent displays of power, only one 
person actually embraced the God of the Hebrews...Rahab.  
 
You know, I’ve noticed that God's power is constantly on display for those who are 
willing to see it. Otherwise, people are blinded to His work. Consider our solar 
system: (1) Light travels at 186,000 miles per second. It takes 8 minutes to reach the 
earth and five more hours to reach the farthest planet in our solar system, Pluto; (2) 
that same light takes four years and four months to reach the next closest star in our 
universe; (3) Our solar system resides in the Milky Way Galaxy, which is shaped like 
a flying saucer. Our sun is roughly 3/4 of the way to the edge of the galaxy. To put it 
in perspective, if our solar system were one inch across, the middle of the galaxy 
would be 379 miles away. The Milky Way galaxy contains hundreds of billions of 
stars; (4) there are 20 galaxies in our cluster. The next measure up is called a super 
cluster. Within our super cluster, the nearest cluster to ours is 50 million light years 
away. Astronomers estimate the distance across the universe is roughly 40 billion 
light years. And the Lord God Almighty is Creator of it all. Not bad for a day’s work, 
yet sadly, it goes unnoticed by many, but not by Rahab. She saw His handiwork (in 
parting the Red Sea and giving Israel victory over Sihon and Og) and came to 
understand that God is capable of delivering those who trust in Him from seemingly 
overwhelming challenges if we will only turn to Him in faith. THAT’S WHAT SHE DID 
AND IT MADE ALL THE DIFFERENCE. (Review: Rahab saw her life transformed by 
the mercy of God; She saw her mind renewed by the power of God) 

 
By faith, Rahab saw her FUTURE REDEEMED by the will of God (Joshua 2:12-21 -- Now 
then, please swear to me by the Lord that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also 
will deal kindly with my father's house, and give me a sure sign 13 that you will save 



alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and 
deliver our lives from death." 14 And the men said to her, "Our life for yours even to 
death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the Lord gives us the land we 
will deal kindly and faithfully with you." 15 Then she let them down by a rope through 
the window, for her house was built into the city wall, so that she lived in the wall. 16 
And she said to them, "Go into the hills, or the pursuers will encounter you, and hide 
there three days until the pursuers have returned. Then afterward you may go your 
way." 17 The men said to her, "We will be guiltless with respect to this oath of yours 
that you have made us swear. 18 Behold, when we come into the land, you shall tie 
this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and you shall gather 
into your house your father and mother, your brothers, and all your father's 
household. 19 Then if anyone goes out of the doors of your house into the street, his 
blood shall be on his own head, and we shall be guiltless. But if a hand is laid on 
anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head. 20 But if you tell 
this business of ours, then we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath that you 
have made us swear." 21 And she said, "According to your words, so be it." Then she 
sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window). To 
redeem something is to extricate it from an undesirable state. Having turned from her 
sin and believed in the God who dwells in the heavens above and the earth beneath, 
Rahab was for the first time in her life standing on solid ground. Yet she had to think 
about her future given that things weren’t looking very good for the people of Jericho. 
• Her short-term future. Confident that the power of the God of the Israelites would 

result in the defeat of the people of Jericho, Rahab entered into a covenant (a 
binding agreement) with the spies..."Our lives for you lives," they said. Because she 
hid them from the king's men and agreed to help them escape, the spies agreed that 
she and her family would be spared when Israel attacked Jericho. Only two 
conditions had to be met for this to happen: (1) A scarlet cord was to be tied in the 
window to mark the house and (2) All of her family had to be in the house when the 
attack began.  

• Her long-term future. After the fall of Jericho, Salmon, who may have been one of 
the two spies that was shown kindness and hospitality by Rahab, married her. They 
had a son named Boaz who became the father of Obed, the father of Jesse, the 
father of David, the King of Israel and the One through whom eventually came the 
Messiah (See Matthew 1). Why would God include in the line of the Messiah a 
woman who formerly made her living as a harlot? Because God loves to display the 
wonders of His grace to forgive and His power to transform in the most unlikely of 
us. 1 Peter 5:5 says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” God 



gave Rahab a bright future. That’s something we all ought to consider. Harvard 
psychologist and researcher Daniel Gilbert opens his best-selling book Stumbling 
on Happiness with what he calls "The Sentence." "The Sentence" begins with these 
seven words: "The human is the only animal that…." Gilbert argues that every 
teacher and professor needs to finish that sentence. How did he finish The 
Sentence? What is the defining feature of our humanity? Gilbert is a secular 
psychologist, but his answer is insightful. He said, “The human being is the only 
animal that thinks about the future… [Human beings] think about the future in a 
way that no other animal can, does, or ever has, and this simple…ordinary act is 
the defining feature of our humanity.” Studies say that the average adult spends 12 
percent of the day thinking about the future, roughly one of every eight hours. 
RAHAB THOUGH ABOUT HER FUTURE AND DECIDED THAT IT LOOKED BEST WHEN 
SHE TRUSTED IN THE GOD ISRAEL. 

 
The secret to thinking seriously about the future is your ability to get past the past. 
That’s what occurred in Rahab’s life. She turned from HER sin to GOD and trusted HIM 
to redeem and transform her. And that’s exactly what He did! What about you? 
 

CONNECTION GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully and 
prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you can lead a 
fruitful discussion. 
 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Text: Joshua 2:1-21 -- And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim 
as spies, saying, "Go, view the land, especially Jericho." And they went and came into 
the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and lodged there. 2 And it was told 
to the king of Jericho, "Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the 
land." 3 Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, "Bring out the men who have 
come to you, who entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land." 
4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she said, "True, the 
men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5 And when the gate was 
about to be closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men went. 
Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them." 6 But she had brought them up to 
the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 7 



So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the fords. And the 
gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out. 
 
8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9 and said to the men, "I 
know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, 
and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10 For we have heard 
how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of 
Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the 
Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction.  11 And as soon as we 
heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for 
the Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12 Now 
then, please swear to me by the Lord that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also 
will deal kindly with my father's house, and give me a sure sign 13 that you will save 
alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and 
deliver our lives from death." 14 And the men said to her, "Our life for yours even to 
death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the Lord gives us the land we 
will deal kindly and faithfully with you." 
 
15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was built 
into the city wall, so that she lived in the wall. 16 And she said to them, "Go into the 
hills, or the pursuers will encounter you, and hide there three days until the pursuers 
have returned. Then afterward you may go your way." 17 The men said to her, "We 
will be guiltless with respect to this oath of yours that you have made us swear. 18 
Behold, when we come into the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window 
through which you let us down, and you shall gather into your house your father and 
mother, your brothers, and all your father's household. 19 Then if anyone goes out of 
the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we 
shall be guiltless. But if a hand is laid on anyone who is with you in the house, his 
blood shall be on our head. 20 But if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be 
guiltless with respect to your oath that you have made us swear." 21 And she said, 
"According to your words, so be it." Then she sent them away, and they departed. And 
she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• When you use the word “righteous” to describe someone, what are you saying 
about him or her?  



• God is the one who declares us to be righteous/just based on the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ that is attributed to us the moment we believe in Him (See 2 
Corinthians 5:21; Romans 5:1-2). How do we know that Rahab was a woman of 
faith? What right choices did she make that indicate she believed in the God of 
the Jews? 

• What does the New Testament say about Rahab in Hebrews 11:31?  
• Read James 2:25. Does this verse teach that Rahab was not justified by faith, but 

by works? Which is it? 
• What events convinced Rahab that Yahweh was the true God in whom she 

needed to place her trust? Why do you think no one else in all of Jericho chose 
to trust in God? 

• How did Rahab’s faith change the course of her life?  
• How significant is it that Matthew added Rahab’s name to the genealogy of 

Christ in Matthew 1:5? 
• What does this tell us about the kind of people God chooses to use for His 

glory? 
 
 
Close in Prayer 


