
Preaching Series: The Wisdom of Jesus 
Sermon Title: A Call to What is Right 

 
Text: Luke 20:19-26 -- The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him (Jesus) at 
that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they 
feared the people. 20  So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, 
that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and 
jurisdiction of the governor. 21 So they asked him, "Teacher, we know that you speak and 
teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to 
give tribute to Caesar, or not?" 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, 24 
"Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?" They said, "Caesar's." 
25 He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the 
things that are God's."  26 And they were not able in the presence of the people to catch him 
in what he said, but marveling at his answer they became silent.  
 
Introduction: Christian author, James Emery White, tells the following story about his visit to 
the Eagle and Child Pub in Great Britain, the place where C. S. Lewis and his friends used to 
meet: One day, as I sat at my favorite little table, and another stream of tourists entered—and 
left—I heard the manager muttering, "Bloody Christians." I was enough of a regular to feel 
comfortable asking him what he meant. "Take a look at this," he said, holding up a menu. 
"They cost me two pounds each. Two pounds! I ordered hundreds of them, and now I only 
have ten because they keep getting nicked." "YOU MEAN PEOPLE ARE STEALING THEM?" I 
asked incredulously. "Yeah, the bloody Christians take the menus, while the bloody students 
take the spoons and ashtrays." Understanding students' obvious need for utensils, I couldn't 
help but ask, "WHY THE MENUS?" "I don't know, it's what they can get their hands on, I 
suppose," he answered. "It got so bad I started making copies of the menu that they could 
take—for free—but they still take the good ones." "I'M SURPRISED THEY DON’T TRY AND 
TAKE WHAT’S ON THE WALLS, THEN," I mused, looking at the pictures, plaque, and 
particularly the framed handwritten letter from Lewis, Tolkien, and others commemorating 
the day they had drunk to the barmaid's health. "Oh, those aren't real," he said, "just copies. 
They still get taken. I'd never put the real ones up." He paused a moment, and then said, 
"What gets me is that all these people who come in for Lewis are supposed to be Christians, 
right?" “YES,” I thought to myself, “THEY ARE.” The irony is bitter; the manager of The Eagle 
and Child Pub holds Christians and, one would surmise, Christianity itself, in disdain because 
of the behavior of the Christians who flock to pay homage to Lewis. Many wouldn't dare drink 
a pint [of beer], but they will gladly steal. (James Emery White, A Traveler's Guide to the 
Kingdom, (InterVarsity Press, 2012), pp. 26-27). IS IT JUST ME OR DOES THERE SEEM TO BE A 
BIT OF A DISCONNECT BETWEEN WHAT SOME CHRISTIANS KNOW THEY OUGHT TO DO AND 
WHAT THEY ACTUALLY DO? In this case, the Bible is clear in its position on stealing (Exodus 
20:15 – Thou shalt not steal), yet when it’s something as tempting as a menu that will become 
a memento of a visit to a pub frequented by C S Lewis and J R Tolkien, it seems even believers 
can’t stop themselves. 



 
In our preaching series, “The Wisdom of Jesus,” we’ve been studying some teachings of our 
Lord that are very pertinent RIGHT NOW to our lives. This is not to say that the rest of what 
our Lord teaches is irrelevant to us. Of course, that’s not true. Everything He said was filled 
with truth and the wisdom of God and we should make it our life’s endeavor to carefully study 
of all His words. However, in this series, I have chosen to hone in on a few passages that speak 
to the times we find ourselves living in and the choices we all have to make as a result.  
 
This morning I want to call your attention to a conversation that took place between Jesus and 
the Jewish leaders that opposed Him. Now, to better understand the wisdom of Jesus IN THIS 
PASSAGE which at first seems so obvious, it would help to take a look at Luke 20:9-18 which 
immediately precedes it. Jesus told a parable about the owner of a vineyard who went away 
into another land and decided that while he was gone he would rent out the vineyard to some 
tenants. This was a very generous move. The tenants agreed to share some of the fruit of the 
vine as payment to the owner FOR THE RIGHT to grow their own crop and support their 
families. When the time came to collect his share, the owner sent three of his servants, one 
after the other, but unfortunately, they did not receive a warm reception. They were all 
beaten and sent away in shame. The owner of vineyard then decided to send his son, the heir, 
to receive payment thinking that they would not treat him the same way. And he was right, 
they didn’t. The fact is that they treated him worst of all. THEY KILLED HIM. After telling the 
story Jesus asked, “What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them?  16  He will come 
and destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others."  
 
In this parable, the TENANTS are the people of Israel who rented out the vineyard from the 
OWNER who represents God. Their duty was to do kingdom work and present the fruit of their 
labor to the Lord. Unfortunately, they proved to be unfaithful. The SERVANTS are the 
prophets that were sent to Israel as God’s messengers to remind them of their service and 
devotion to Him. Sadly, the people did not listen to the prophets. In fact, they mistreated 
them. The HEIR who was murdered is God’s Son … the Lord Jesus Christ. He was the One that 
the Jews were conspiring against EVEN AS HE TOLD THIS PARABLE to them. And the OTHERS 
mentioned in verse 16 who will receive the vineyard are the Gentiles. This was Jesus’ way of 
saying that despite the fact that the Jews had enjoyed God’s blessings and had constant 
access to Old Testament prophetic revelation that pointed to Christ’s coming into the world, 
Israel’s leaders were continually rejecting their Messiah. And so instead of receiving God’s 
grace and mercy, they were in line to face God’s judgment, while Gentiles would be grafted 
into the kingdom through faith in Christ.  
 
The people responded to the parable saying, “Surely, not!” But Jesus wanted them to know 
that they had heard Him correctly so He quoted Old Testament scripture that said, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone'? 18  Everyone who falls on that 
stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him." If you’re 
wondering who the builders were who rejected the cornerstone Verse 19 tells us -- The 



scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived 
that he had told this parable against them but they feared the people.  
 
Let me explain what was happening. On the one hand, the crowds were really excited to be 
around Jesus. Only a short time before, as He approached the Holy City of Jerusalem coming 
down the Mount of Olives, they gave Him a triumphal entry spreading their cloaks before Him 
while crying out, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” Then they spent the day 
in the temple listening to Jesus teach and they marveled at His words. It’s no exaggeration to 
say that they were very excited to see Him because they were inclined to think that He was 
the Messiah who had come to deliver them from the oppression of the Romans.    
 
Unlike the crowds that cheered Jesus, the Jewish leaders hated Him. They were not there to 
learn from the Lord, but to trap Him in His words. Why? Because as far as they were 
concerned, Jesus was an enemy. He had become a real threat to their authority and power 
and that meant He had to go. In fact, it’s safe to say that every day they wanted Him dead 
more than the day before. However, they were smart enough to know that they needed to 
accomplish TWO THINGS simultaneously if this was going to happen. First, they had to turn 
the crowds against Him. Jesus was wildly popular. If they tried to execute Him, yet the masses 
believed Him to be their Deliverer, there would likely be mass riots. Before they could kill him, 
Israel’s leaders had to discredit our Lord in front of the people so that they would no longer 
believe in Him. Second, the ruling Jews needed to convince the Romans to carry out His 
execution. Only the Roman empire could hand down a sentence of` capital punishment. That’s 
why they took a different approach in our passage from Luke 20:19-26.  
 
The text mentions that the scribes (the theologians) and chief priests (the most prominent 
priests) were the ones who were trying to discredit Jesus with a question about taxes. But in a 
parallel passage in Matthew 22:15-22, we see that the Pharisees and Herodians were also 
present. I’m sure you’ve heard of the Pharisees, but perhaps you don’t know much about the 
Herodians. They were members of an aristocratic Jewish group that supported the Roman 
government which made them immensely unpopular with the rest of Israel. These parties did 
not usually like each other, but it was expedient that they would work together to bring about 
the death of Jesus. This wasn’t anything new, by the way. In Mark 3:6, at the very beginning of 
Jesus’ Galilean ministry, we’re told that the two parties started aligning themselves to bring 
about the destruction of our Lord. So, they had been attempting to take out Jesus for a long 
time! 
 
Now, back to Luke 20:19-26. Every powerful person in Judaism had come together for the 
same purpose. They had to think of a way to turn the people against Jesus in order to bring 
about His death. And they needed the help of Roman authorities to do it. ROME WAS HYPER-
SENSITIVE ABOUT ONE CRIME IN PARTICULAR – INSURRECTION – any challenge to their 
authority. They prided themselves on Pax Romana – Roman peace. Anyone who threatened it 



was to be dealt with in the harshest means possible – crucifixion. MAYBE YOU CAN SEE NOW 
HOW IT WAS ALL STARTING TO COME TOGETHER FOR THEM.  
 
The Pharisees, scribes, chief priests and Herodians decided to catch Jesus in something He 
said. First, they flattered Him … "Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and 
show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God.” This was their attempt to back the Lord 
into a corner from which He could not escape. It was as if they were saying, “You’ve always 
stuck to your convictions and said what you believed even if it offended others because your 
teaching comes from God.” They buttered Jesus up so that they could follow up their flattery 
with this question: “Is it lawful for us to give tribute (pay taxes) to Caesar, or not?"  These 
men who were Israel’s leaders were certain that at this point that they had Jesus boxed in. If 
He said, “Yes,” then the crowds would turn against Him because they deeply resented the fact 
that they had to pay tax to Gentile dogs for growing crops in the land that God had given 
them. THEY SAW IT AS TREASON AGAINST YAHWEH. That’s why they expected Jesus to say, 
“No,” And when He did, they knew what would happen. The Herodians would immediately 
contact the Roman politicians they had befriended and share that Jesus was encouraging 
insurrection by telling people not to pay the tax. The Romans would then arrest and crucify 
Jesus. By their craftiness, they had trapped Him between a rock and a hard place. AND 
THAT’S NOT A PLACE ANYONE WANTS TO BE. JUST THIS WEEK I READ THIS STORY ABOUT A 
MAN NAMED ARON RALSTON WHO ALSO WAS BETWEEN A ROCK AND A HARD PLACE ON 
APRIL 25, 2003. He was canyoneering alone through Bluejohn Canyon, in eastern Wayne 
County, Utah. While he was descending the lower stretches of the slot canyon, a suspended 
boulder dislodged while he was climbing down from it. The boulder first smashed his left hand, 
and then crushed his right hand against the canyon wall. Ralston had not informed anyone of 
his hiking plans, nor did he have any way to call for help. He spent five days slowly sipping his 
small amount of remaining water, and eating his small amount of food, two burritos, while 
repeatedly trying to extricate his arm. His efforts were futile. After three days of trying to lift 
and break the boulder, the dehydrated and delirious Ralston prepared to amputate his 
trapped arm at a point on the mid-forearm in order to escape. The painful process took an 
hour, during which time he used tubing from a camelback water bottle as a tourniquet, taking 
care to leave major arteries until last. After freeing himself, Ralston climbed out of the slot 
canyon in which he had been trapped, rappelled down a 65-foot sheer wall, then hiked out of 
the canyon, all one-handed. He was 8 miles from his vehicle, and had no phone. However, 
after 6 miles (9.7 km) of hiking, he encountered a family on vacation from the Netherlands 
who gave him food and water and hurried to alert the authorities. Ralston had feared he 
would bleed to death; he had lost 40 pounds, including 25% of his blood volume. Rescuers 
picked him four hours after amputating his arm by a helicopter that landed in a wide area of 
the canyon. Ralston later said that if he had amputated his arm earlier, he would have bled to 
death before being found, while if he had not done it he would have been found dead in the 
slot canyon days later. THE JEWISH LEADERS WHO CONSPIRED AGAINST JESUS WERE 
CONVINCED THAT OUR LORD WAS IN A SIMILAR SITUATION FROM WHICH IT WOULD BE 



IMPOSSIBLE TO EXTRICATE HIMSELF. BUT JUST LIKE THERE WAS A WAY OUT FOR ARON 
RALTSON, SO THERE WAS FOR OUR LORD.  
 
Jesus said to them, "Show me a denarius.” The Jews probably would have had to search for 
one because they carried Jewish currency in the form of shekels. “Whose likeness and 
inscription does it have?" They said, "Caesar's." He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's." With this statement our Lord was telling His followers that the 
things that belong to this world, to the temporal realm, should be used to support the rule of 
those who reign over it. With that He was instructing them to pay their taxes because there is 
no authority in this world except from God. And anyone who resists these authorities resists 
what God has appointed (Romans 13:1-2).  
 
Then Jesus said, “And give to God the things that are God’s.” What is it that God owns? Our 
souls, our very lives. He is calling us to bow our knees to Him and give to our Lord our 
complete and utter devotion. It is to turn from our sin and live in obedience to His Word. This 
is what the Jewish leaders would not do. The passage ends with this in Luke 20:7 -- And they 
were not able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling at 
his answer they became silent.  
 
The right response to our Lord in this passage is to give all that we or ever hope to be to Him. 
It is to deny ourselves, take up our cross daily and follow Jesus. BUT NO ONE CAN DECIDE THIS 
FOR YOU. IT’S ENTIRELY YOUR CHOICE.   
 
Conclusion: Tess Brigham, a licensed psychotherapist, specializes in treating those in the 
millennial generation. It wasn’t her decision; they just came flocking to her practice. Brigham 
says, “Ninety percent of my patients are between the ages of 23 and 38. (The rest are usually 
parents of millennials).” Over the last five years of practice, she’s noticed a dominant 
theme when it comes to the clusters of problems about which these millennials keep coming 
to seek help. They say, “‘I have too many choices and I can’t decide what to do. What if I 
make the wrong choice?’” Psychologist Barry Schwartz has a theory as to why this is the case. 
In his book, The Paradox of Choice, Schwartz argues that people are more likely to regret their 
choices if they have too many options from which to choose. They either make poor choices, 
make good choices but feel bad about them, or refuse to choose--which is, itself, a choice. 
Brigham counsels her clients to practice self-awareness and to identify their options, especially 
zeroing in on the things they can control. TODAY, I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT ONE CHOICE 
MATTERS MORE THAN ALL THE REST. WILL YOU GIVE TO GOD WHAT BELONGS TO GOD? 
 

CONNECTION GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully and 
prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you can lead a fruitful 
discussion. 



 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Text: Luke 20:19-26 -- The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him (Jesus) at 
that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they 
feared the people. 20 They So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be 
sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him up to the 
authority and jurisdiction of the governor. 21 So they asked him, "Teacher, we know that 
you speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it 
lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?" 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said 
to them, 24 "Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?" They said, 
"Caesar's." 25 He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to 
God the things that are God's."  26 And they were not able in the presence of the people to 
catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer they became silent.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• This passage is about an attempt by the religious leaders of Israel to trap Jesus by 
asking a question that would back Him into a corner. Why were they trying to do such 
a thing? Who were the different groups that were coming together to carry out this 
scheme?  

• They had a twofold strategy that they were convinced would work. What was it? 
What role were the Herodians expected to play in their plot to destroy Jesus? 

• They said to Jesus, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and show no 
partiality, but truly teach the way of God…” Did they really believe that? What were 
they trying to do? 

• Israel’s leaders hoped to trap Jesus between a rock and a hard place. Were they 
successful? Why or why not? 

• What did Jesus mean when He said, “Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s?” 
• After saying that it was appropriate to use money to support temporal government 

what did Jesus say they should give to God who is ruler over all forever?  
• What does it look like to give our lives (souls) to the Lord? 
• Is there anything in your life that you’re withholding from God and need to give to 

Him? 
 
Close in Prayer 
  
 
 
 


