
Preaching Series: The Wisdom of Jesus 
Sermon Title: A Friend in Need 

 
Text: John 7:53-John 8::11 --  [[They went each to his own house, 8 but Jesus 
went to the Mount of Olives. 2  Early in the morning he came again to the 
temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The 
scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, 
and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, "Teacher, this woman has been 
caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. So, what do you say?" 6 This they said to test him, that they might 
have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his 
finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said 
to them, "Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at 
her."  8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when 
they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up 
and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"  11 
She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and 
from now on sin no more."]]  
 
Introduction: Did you know that people with friends tend to live longer? That’s 
what Julianne Holt-Lunstad, Ph.D., professor of psychology at Brigham Young 
University discovered. She did a meta-analysis of 148 studies and concluded that 
a lack of social support predicts all causes of death. It turns out that people with a 
solid group of friends are 50 percent more likely to survive at any given time than 
those without one. And what is a friend? The dictionary defines it as a person 
whom one knows and with whom has a bond of mutual affection. In today’s 
passage Jesus befriends a woman who desperately needs someone in her corner 
… someone who knows and cares about her. We’re going to break down these 
twelve verses in the Gospel of John in a moment, but before we do. I want to call 
your attention to some brackets that are probably found in your Bible that 
highlight the passage.  
 
These brackets mean that the authenticity of this passage is disputed because the 
earliest manuscripts (handwritten documents) we have of the New Testament 
don’t include it. You might be wondering why I would preach on it when very 
intelligent people question whether it should be that at all.  I have a threefold 
answer: First, there is at least some evidence that it was meant to be included in 
the Gospel accounts of Christ’s life. A man named Jerome translated the Greek of 
the New Testament into Latin because it was the language spoken by people 



living in the West during the third and fourth centuries. He said he found the story 
in several earlier Greek and Latin manuscripts and therefore kept it in his 
translation. Second, everything that is taught in this passage is taught elsewhere 
in the New Testament so that it is certainly not contradictory to any doctrine 
found in Scripture. And third, even those scholars who doubt it’s place in the 
Bible like D. A. Carson of my alma mater, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, 
concede that it is probably an authentic story about Jesus that for whatever 
reason did not make it into any of the Gospels. So, I’m going to teach on it this 
morning because I believe it has an important message for all of us. 
 
Now let’s look at the text, the point of which is to teach that THE FOUNDATION 
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR ANY OF US IS GRACE AND NOT LAW. That’s what the 
entire New Testament teaches by the way.  In Romans 3:20 we’re told, “For by 
works of the law no human being will be justified (declared to be righteous) in 
His sight, since through the law comes the knowledge of sin.” This is the Apostle 
Paul’s way of saying that the primary purpose of the Law is to expose our sin 
when we fail to keep it. Don’t serve other gods, don’t lie, don’t steal, don’t 
murder, don’t covet. Whenever we do these things, the law condemns us. 
According to Paul, the only way we can be declared to be righteous through the 
law is if we keep all of it all the time (Romans 10:5 – The person who does the 
commandments shall live by them). But that’s an impossibility for us because we 
inherited a sin nature from Adam so that Scripture says, “All have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). And that’s where grace comes in 
– we are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus (Romans 3:24). Grace is unmerited favor. The Gospel message is this: God 
sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to save sinners who are condemned to Hell for 
disobeying his commands (The wages of sin is death – Romans 6:23). There’s 
nothing we did or could do to earn salvation. God accomplished it for us by paying 
the penalty for our sin in our place on the cross of Calvary. He didn’t do this 
because we’ve been so good. After all, the Bible says there is none good, no not 
one (Romans 3:10). Jesus died for us because this was the only way God could 
restore us to a relationship with Him. God’s justice demanded payment for sin so 
Jesus became sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 
Corinthians 5:21). By way of summary then: God’s law condemns us for our 
moral failures. God grace redeems us through the death of His Son. Now let’s get 
to the story.  
 
Jesus was teaching in the temple when a group of scribes (interpreters and 
teachers of the law) and Pharisees brought a woman before Him who was caught 
in the act of breaking the 7th commandment – you shall not commit adultery. 



"Teacher,” they said, “this woman has been caught in the ACT of adultery." 
Don’t skip over the word “act” here. It implies that there must have been a man 
present as well. We have to wonder why he wasn’t present. Was he simply too 
fast for anyone to catch him or was it just because the woman’s accusers were 
chauvinistic and had no desire to bring him to justice? In either case, it’s clear that 
they were not interested in what the Law actually had to say or if it was being 
broken. WHAT WERE THEY TRYING TO DO? They were testing Jesus in order to 
bring a charge against Him. It’s not unlike what the scene we studied from Luke 
20 where the same group sought to trap Jesus between a rock and a hard place 
by asking Him if it was right to pay tax to Caesar.  If He said, “No,” the Romans 
would eventually kill Jesus for inciting a rebellion. If He said, “Yes,” the people 
would turn against Jesus because they resented paying taxes to a pagan 
government and felt it was wrong in every way. 
 
In this scenario, the scribes and Pharisees were also looking to trap Jesus.  That’s 
why they asked, “Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. 
So, what do you say?"  If Jesus agreed that the woman should be executed, the 
people would see Him as something less than the compassionate and caring 
person He consistently demonstrated Himself to be. In addition, the Romans 
would wonder how Jesus could pronounce a death sentence on a woman when 
only a Roman prefect could do that. On the other hand, if He said, “Don’t do it”, 
Jesus would be ignoring Old Testament Law which said this in Leviticus 20:10 – “If 
a man commits adultery with another man's wife — with the wife of his 
neighbor — both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.” His 
adversaries would then be able to charge Jesus with disobeying God’s Law.  
 
Now before we look at our Lord’s response, let me say two things. First, these 
Jewish leaders were not concerned with what was right and wrong according to 
the Law of God. If they had been, they would have brought the man in to stand 
trial for his part in it. They were using the situation to strike out at Jesus and 
discredit Him before everyone. And second, and I know this isn’t something we 
necessarily want to hear, but many times we are guilty of doing the same thing 
when it comes to God’s Law. Here’s what I’m talking about. LIKE THIS WOMAN, 
YOU AND I HAVE SINNED AGAINST THE MORAL LAW. WE HAVE BROKEN THE 
COMMANDMENTS OF GOD. Don’t think so? Consider this: The Ten 
Commandments, with the exception of two (remember the Sabbath to keep it 
holy and honor your father and mother) are written in such a way that they are 
stated negatively:  Thou shalt not …. Have any gods before me, make a graven 
image of me, misuse my name, murder, commit adultery, steal, give false 
testimony about your neighbor, covet your neighbor’s house or wife. With each 



one of these prohibitions and many others stated similarly, God is also implying a 
POSITIVE ACTION. The commandments, then, are teaching that we are to love 
God with all our hearts, to love our enemies, to be satisfied with what He has 
provided for us, to be faithful to our spouses and truthful with others etc. If we 
look at this way, it becomes very clear that none of us live up to this standard all 
the time including me. Not too long ago, I hid something from my wife because I 
knew she wouldn’t like it. I LIKE RAMEN NOODLES. When I was in seminary, I 
ate three packets a day because they were inexpensive, and also because ramen 
noodles taste so good. I have never lost my appetite for them. Recently, I 
purchased a twelve pack of the chicken flavored ones and hid them in the 
garage so that Laurie wouldn’t know I was eating them. Whenever she would 
leave our home to do something, I would cook a packet or two for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner. Little did I know that Laurie would stumble upon them when 
she was looking for some tape in the garage. She confronted me – “I found the 
Ramen Noodles.” I was caught red-handed and had to face the fact that I had 
deceived her which we’re told not to do in the Law of God. (Do not lie! --
Leviticus 19:11). The truth is that we all break the law at one time or another.   
 
Let’s get back to the story. Scripture says that when Jesus was asked what He 
would recommend as justice for this woman caught in the act of adultery, He 
bent down and wrote something in the sand. Many people have wondered what 
our Lord wrote. Some speculate that He wrote the names of the men in the crowd 
who had been with the same woman. Others think He just doodled on the ground 
in a delaying action that failed to satisfy the scribes and Pharisees. Others in the 
early church thought He wrote part of Jeremiah 17:13 – Those who turn away 
from you will be written in the dust because they have forsaken the Lord, the 
spring of living water. The truth is that we don’t know! But nothing in Jesus’ next 
statement was unclear. “Let he who is without sin cast the first stone.” This is a 
direct reference to Deuteronomy 17:5-7 – (If a man or woman does what is evil 
in the sight of the Lord your God in transgressing His covenant) … you shall 
stone that man or woman to death with stones. 6  On the evidence of two 
witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a 
person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. 7  The hand of 
the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the 
hand of all the people). This doesn’t mean that those who pick up stones must be 
innocent of all sin before the death sentence can be carried out. Nor does it mean 
that one must be free of lust before handing down the punishment for adultery. 
IT MEANS THAT THEY MUST NOT BE GUILTY OF THIS PARTICULAR SIN. Jesus was 
pointing out that in the 1st century as in many places in the world today, there is a 
double standard when it comes to men and women. A man may lead a 



“respectable life” while secretly committing all kinds of sexual sins and not get 
into any trouble, but a woman was and is much more likely to be held 
accountable for the same actions.  
 
Jesus then wrote something else on the ground and then it says, “But when they 
heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus 
was left alone with the woman standing before him.”  The Amplified Version 
says that they were conscience- stricken. THOSE WHO CAME TO SHAME JESUS 
WERE LEAVING IN SHAME. First, it was the older men that walked away, perhaps 
because they had lived long enough to break virtually every one of the Ten 
Commandments. Then the younger men walked away. The only ones left were 
Jesus and the woman. He asked her, “Woman (a title of respect), where are they 
that would condemn you?” This wasn’t an inquiry by our Lord as to her guilt or 
innocence. He knew she was guilty. She had clearly broken the Law. Jesus was 
asking if any of the men who had approached Him with the woman in tow were 
still around to pick up a stone. Her answer says it all. “No one, Lord.” With that 
Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more." The 
only One who could have condemned her because He was without sin showed 
grace and mercy to the woman as He encouraged her to leave her life of sin 
behind. Why did He take this approach? Because of what we’re told in John 3:17-
18 -- For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.  18  Whoever believes in him 
is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. Based on the 
Law of God all people are now under condemnation for our sin. Jesus came to set 
people free from bondage to sin by redeeming us from its penalty so that 
whoever believes in Him is no longer condemned. The great irony of this story is 
that the scribes and the Pharisees left still under the condemnation of the Law, 
while the woman stood before our Lord with her all her sins having been forgiven.  
 
Here are a few concluding thoughts about Law and Grace. We said in the 
beginning of this message that Jesus is a friend in need. Humanity has a need and 
Jesus is the only One who can meet it. He knows our dilemma and He loves us 
enough to resolve it on our behalf. To fully grasp how He accomplished this, you 
need to remember these three things about Law and Grace. 
 

• The Law is good. Listen to what Paul says about it in 1 Timothy 1:8-9 -- We 
know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that law is 
made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels… What He means 



is that the purpose of the Law is to make us aware of our sin. That’s what it 
does for lawbreakers and rebels. It reveals where we have strayed from a 
holy life.  

• The Law cannot save us. No one will be declared righteous by keeping it 
because we all break the law. And if the truth be told, we do it a lot.  

• Only Christ can save us.  That’s why He came into the world…to save sinners. 
CHRIST CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS (THOSE WHO HAVE 
MISSED THE MARK OF PERFECTION). WE WHO WERE OBJECTS OF GOD’S 
WRATH BECOME RECIPIENTS OF HIS GRACE AND MERCY! 
 

Conclusion: Philip Yancy shares what’s so unique about Christianity. He writes, 
“During a British conference on comparative religions, experts from around the 
world debated what, if any, belief was unique to the Christian faith. They began 
eliminating possibilities. Incarnation? Other religions had different versions of 
gods’ appearing in human form. Resurrection? Again, other religions had accounts 
of return from death. The debate went on for some time until C. S. Lewis 
wandered into the room. “What’s the rumpus about?” he asked, and heard in 
reply that his colleagues were discussing Christianity’s unique contribution among 
world religions. Lewis responded, “Oh, that’s easy. It’s grace.” After some 
discussion, the conferees had to agree. The notion of God’s love coming to us free 
of charge, no strings attached, seems to go against every instinct of humanity. 
The Buddhist eight-fold path, the Hindu doctrine of karma, the Jewish covenant, 
and the Muslim code of law — each of these offers a way to earn approval. Only 
Christianity dares to make God’s love unconditional.  
 

CONNECTION GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully 
and prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you 
can lead a fruitful discussion. 
 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Text: John 7:53-John 8::11 --  [[They went each to his own house, 8 but Jesus 
went to the Mount of Olives. 2  Early in the morning he came again to the 
temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. 3 The 
scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, 
and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, "Teacher, this woman has been 
caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. So, what do you say?" 6 This they said to test him, that they might 



have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his 
finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said 
to them, "Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at 
her."  8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 But when 
they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 10 Jesus stood up 
and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"  11 
She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and 
from now on sin no more."]]  
 
Discussion Questions: 

• This story about a woman caught in the act of adultery isn’t in the oldest 
manuscripts we have of the New Testament, yet many believe it is a real-life 
story of Jesus. Do you think it’s appropriate for someone to preach it? Why 
or why not? 

• What were the scribes and Pharisees trying to do when they brought the 
woman to Jesus? How do we know that they weren’t really concerned about 
Old Testament Law? 

• What did Jesus say to them when they asked if she should be stoned? Were 
the scribes and Pharisees entitled to throw the first stone? Who if anyone 
was entitled to throw the first stone? 

• Why didn’t Jesus pick up a stone to stone her? What was He saying to 
everyone about their guilt or innocence before God? 

• What does the Bible teach about those who want to establish their 
righteousness before God by keeping the Law? 

• What is the purpose of the Law if it is not to bring salvation to people? 

• The only way anyone can be saved is by grace through faith. How would you 
explain what grace and faith are to someone who believes God judges us 
based on our works of righteousness? 

 
Close in Prayer 
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