
You Shall Call His Name Jesus 
 

Text: Luke 1:26-38 -- In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her 
and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!"  29 But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And 
the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 And Mary said to 
the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 And the angel answered her, "The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy— the Son of God. 36 And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God." 
38 And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word." And the angel departed from her 

Had you picked up a daily newspaper in 1809, you would have read the big news that 
Napoleon I, emperor of France, had conquered Austria at Wagram, annexed the 
Illyrian Provinces, and abolished the Papal States. However, in that same year, in 
France...Louis Braille, who devised a way for the blind to read, was born. And in 
Germany...Felix Mendelssohn, the great composer of symphonies, was born. And in 
England...William Gladstone, the four-time Prime Minister and the father of public 
education, was born. Alfred Lord Tennyson, the poet laureate of Great Britain, was 
born. Charles Darwin, the most influential scientist of the nineteenth century, was born. 
And in America ...Edgar Allen Poe, the master poet and storyteller, was born. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, the writer and physician who developed surgical techniques still in use 
today, was born. Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth President of the United States, and the 
President who brought freedom to all Americans, was born. But at the end of the year 
1809, the only event anyone thought to be important was Napoleon’s conquest of 
Austria. That was the big news.  

Today, who remembers the “big news” of 1809? Hardly anyone. Napoleon’s conquest 
is just a tiny blip on the big screen of history. But the world was changed forever by a 
few seemingly insignificant births that took place that same year. Do you know that the 



year Jesus was born, most people missed it? Only a few were there to celebrate His 
arrival in a manger in Bethlehem. Barely visible and hardly noticeable, and yet, this great 
event makes a huge difference in the lives of people. God became a man! We call it the 
incarnation. It is the act of God the Son whereby He takes on human flesh (See John 
1:14). Why is it important? The incarnation of God is what makes the salvation of men 
possible! Let's spend some time this morning looking at this great teaching and its 
implications for us. We’ll start here in Luke 1 and then look at an assortment of other 
Scriptures that mark the importance of the first Christmas in the tiny village of 
Bethlehem some two millennia ago. 

Jesus’ Humanity (Luke 1:26-31a -- In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from 
God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he 
came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!"  29 But she 
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son). Jesus 
was fully human just as we are. 

• He had a fully human body. He was born (though not conceived) in the normal 
manner (See Luke 2:5-7). He grew (See Luke 2:40-42), became tired (See John 4:6), 
and had basic human needs (See Matthew 4:2; John 19:28). He even died (See Luke 
23:46). 

• He had a fully human mind. He grew in wisdom (See Luke 2:52). He learned 
obedience (See Hebrews 5:8). His human mind had limitations (Mark 13:32 -- But 
concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father). . 

• He displayed fully human emotions. The soul is considered  the seat of human 
emotion and what do we know about Jesus’ soul? He experienced all the same 
emotions we do! Just to name a few: He was sorrowful (See Matthew 26:38). He was 
astonished at the faith of the centurion (See Matthew 26:38). He wept at the death 
of Lazarus (See John 11:35).  

Why does all this matter? Bible teacher and theologian Wayne Grudem says, "Jesus 
had to become a man…because God was concerned with saving men…." Death 
came through a man (Adam) and so life had to come through a man (Christ). It was 
as a man that Jesus, through obedience to the Father, brought life to all who believe 
(Romans 5:18-19 -- Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so 
one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the 



one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's 
obedience the many will be made righteous). Without becoming a man, Jesus could 
not have died in our place. Richard Bandler relates an experience he had while 
visiting a mental institution and dealing with a man who insisted he was Jesus Christ - 
not metaphorically, not in spirit, but in the flesh. One day Bandler walked in to meet 
this man. "Are you Jesus?" he said. "Yes, my son," the man replied. Bandler said, "I’ll 
be back in a minute." This left the man a little bit confused. Within three or four 
minutes, Bandler came back, holding a measuring tape. Asking the man to hold out 
his arms, Bandler measured the length of his arms and his height from head to toe. 
After that, Bandler left. The man claiming to be Christ became a little concerned. A 
little while later, Bandler came back with a hammer, some large spiked nails, and a 
long set of boards. He began to pound them into the form of a cross. The man asked, 
"What are you doing?" As Richard put the last nails in the cross, he asked, "Are you 
Jesus?" Again the man said, "Yes my son." Bandler said, "Then you know why I’m 
here." Somehow, the man suddenly recalled who he really was. His old pattern didn’t 
seem like such a good idea. "I’m not Jesus. I’m not Jesus!" the man started yelling. 
Case closed. (Review: Jesus’ Humanity) 

Jesus’ Necessity (Luke 1:31b -- and you shall call his name Jesus ). The incarnation was 
not an option, but a necessity if God was going to reconcile us to Himself. Even His name 
points to this very purpose. “Jesus” means “YAHWEH SAVES.” He came, according to 
Luke 19:10, to seek and to save that which was lost.  

• Without the incarnation, we have no hope for salvation. Jesus was not an outsider. 
He was one of us...a man who offered a sacrifice for our sin...once for all (Hebrews 
2:14, 17 -- Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things ,,, he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, 
so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people). 

• Without the incarnation, we have no example to follow. He teaches us how to serve 
(See John 13:12-17). Jesus washed the disciples feet as an example. And He teaches 
us how to suffer (See 1 Peter 2:19-21).  Christ suffered for us, leaving us an 
example. 

• Without the incarnation, we have no one to intercede for us (i.e. plead our case -- 
Romans 8:34 -- Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 
that, who was raised— who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 
for us). Not only has Jesus died to justify us, but He has also been raised to intercede 
for Christians ensuring that we will be found innocent of all sin before God. 



Application: Do you understand? If Christ didn’t become one of us to rescue us from 
our sin, to give us an example to pattern our lives after and to make intercession on 
our behalf, we would be doomed. Illustration: Theologian James Edwards, in his 
book Is Jesus the Only Savior, tells this true story to illustrate our need for the 
incarnation of Christ. In August 1957 four climbers—two Italians and two 
Germans—were climbing the 6,000 foot near-vertical North Face in the Swiss Alps. 
The two German climbers disappeared and were never heard from again. The two 
Italian climbers, exhausted and dying, were stuck on two narrow ledges a thousand 
feet below the summit. The Swiss Alpine Club forbade rescue attempts in this area (it 
was just too dangerous), but a small group of Swiss climbers decided to launch a 
private rescue effort to save the Italians. So, they carefully lowered a climber named 
Alfred Hellepart down the 6,000 foot North Face. They suspended him on a cable a 
fraction of an inch thick as they lowered him into the abyss. Here's how Hellepart 
described the rescue in his own words: As I was lowered down the summit … my 
comrades on top grew further and further distant, until they disappeared from sight. 
At this moment I felt an indescribable aloneness. Then for the first time I peered down 
the abyss of the North Face of the Eiger. The terror of the sight robbed me of breath. 
…The brooding blackness of the Face, falling away in almost endless expanse beneath 
me, made me look with awful longing to the thin cable disappearing about me in the 
mist. I was a tiny human being dangling in space between heaven and hell. The sole 
relief from terror was …my mission to save the climber below. That is the heart of the 
Gospel story. We were trapped, but in the person and presence of Jesus, God 
lowered himself into the abyss of our sin and suffering. In Jesus God became "a tiny 
human being dangling between heaven and hell." He did it to save the people 
trapped below—you and me. Thus, the gospel is much more radical than just another 
religion telling us how to be good in our own power. It tells us the story of God's 
risky, costly, sacrificial rescue effort on our behalf. (Review: Jesus’ humanity and 
necessity) 

 
Jesus’ Deity (Luke 1:32-38 -- 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 
And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 And the angel 
answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy— the Son of 
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, 
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be 



impossible with God." 38 And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it 
be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her). The Scriptures 
support the claim that Jesus was not just fully human, but also fully God. This is 
important because if Jesus had a father who was a descendant of Adam then He would 
have had sin nature and faced eternal death just like the rest of us (See Romans 5:12), 
but He was not simply a man. Rather He was the unique God-Man, fully human and fully 
divine, and many attested to that fact. 

• Angelic beings believed that Jesus was God (See Luke 1:32; Matthew 8:28-29). 

• The apostles believed that Jesus was God (See John 20:28,29; Romans 9:5; John 
1:1; Hebrews 1:8; 2 Peter 1:1).  

• Jesus believed He was God (See John 8:56-59; Exodus 3:14; Matthew 26:63-66).  

• Jesus possessed the attributes of God. He forgives sin (See Mark 2:1-11); He controls 
the weather (See Mark 4:31-35); He knows everything (See John 6:64 – Jesus knew 
from the beginning those who would not believe and who would betray Him); He is 
everywhere (See Matthew 18:20 – Where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am in their midst); He is immortal (See John 2:19 – destroy this body and I will raise 
it in three days). He receives worship (See Deuteronomy 5:7-9; Matthew 28:9 – the 
two Marys worshiped him). Application: The birth of Jesus is announced by the 
angel, Gabriel, the messenger of God. His name will be called "Emmanuel" which 
means God with us. To deny the incarnation of the Son of God, one must contest the 
Scriptures. There are literally hundreds of verses that backup His claim.  

 
If you want to get the most out of Christmas… 

• Receive a gift from God this Christmas (John 4:10 – If you knew the gift of God and 
who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked Him and He would have 
given you living water.) He offers us the gift of life, abundant and eternal, through 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

• Present a gift to God this Christmas. Don’t do this in an effort to repay Him, but to 
express your love and devotion to Him. Present yourself to God as a living sacrifice. 
What else could you possible give to Him that is comparable in value? David said in 2 
Samuel 24 that he would not offer a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing. 

 
MARY HAD THE LITTLE LAMB 

 

• Mary had the little Lamb, who lived before His birth; 
Self-existent Son of God, from Heaven He came to Earth. (Micah 5:2). 

http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentbooks/fl/2-Samuel.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/oldtestamentbooks/fl/2-Samuel.htm


• Mary had the little Lamb; see Him in yonder stall— 
Virgin-born Son of God, to save man from the Fall. (Isaiah 7:14). 

• Mary had the little Lamb, obedient Son of God; 
Everywhere the Father led, His feet were sure to trod. (John 6:38). 

• Mary had the little Lamb, crucified on the tree 
The rejected Son of God, He died to set men free. (1 Peter 1:18). 

• Mary had the little Lamb—men placed Him in the grave, 
Thinking they were done with Him; to death He was no slave! (Matthew 28:6). 

• Mary had the little Lamb, ascended now is He; 
All work on Earth is ended, our Advocate to be. (Hebrews 4:14-16). 

• Mary had the little Lamb—mystery to behold!  
From the Lamb of Calvary, a Lion will unfold. (Revelation 5: 5,6). 

• When the Day Star comes again, of this be very sure: 
It won’t be Lamb-like silence, but with the Lion’s roar. (Psalm 2:12; Revelation 19:11-
16). Marv & Marbeth Rosenthal 

 
CONNECTION GROUP DISCUSSION 

 
Preparation: As the facilitator, you should read through the message thoughtfully and 
prayerfully. Ask the Lord to give you understanding of His Word so that you can lead a 
fruitful discussion. 
 
Open the Group in Prayer 
 
Text: Luke 1:26-38 -- In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her 
and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!"  29 But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And 
the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 And Mary said to 
the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 And the angel answered her, "The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy— the Son of God. 36 And behold, 



your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God." 
38 And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word." And the angel departed from her 
 
Discussion Questions: 

• The Christmas story tells us that Jesus was fully human. How do we know that He 
was fully human? What scriptures point to his humanity?  

• The word “incarnation” means “in flesh” and reminds us that Jesus is also God in 
human flesh. Was it necessary that Jesus take on human flesh? What could Jesus 
do as a human being that He couldn’t do as the Son of God?  

• The Bible tells us in Philippians 2:7 that Jesus emptied Himself (NASB) and took the 
form of a bondservant. What does this mean? Did Jesus set aside His divine 
attributes when He became a man? If not, what did He release His grip on in the 
incarnation? 

• In Romans 8:34, we’re told that Jesus is making intercession for us? What does this 
mean and why is it important to Christians? 

• Jesus was fully human and fully God. How do we know that He was fully God? 
What attributes did He possess that only God possesses?  

• It has become the custom of Christians to give gifts at Christmas. How do you think 
this came about? What is a gift that you can give to the Lord this Christmas? 

 
Close in Prayer 
 


